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Last summer my 95 year old 

neighbor passed away.  She was my 

neighbor for 45 years.  During her 

“working” years she was the head 

dietitian in our school district.  I was 

acquainted with her before I moved 

to my present location.  After she 

retired she worked for the Plainville 

Turkey Farm creating recipes.  She 

push mowed her lawn into her mid-

late 80’s when she thought it was 

getting too hard for her but she was a 

gardener up to the end and it still 

wasn’t uncommon to see her mowing 

with the riding lawnmower.   

It hasn’t been the same since last 

summer.  Next week her “kids” will be 

having an estate auction.  They tell us 

the property has already been sold.  

It’s a sad time for my family and me.   

You see, it’s a change.   

I have learned this past year that I 

don’t like change any more than the 

next person. 

In 1964, Bob Dylan had an album 

(most of us remember albums) called 

“The Times They Are A-changin”.  The 

first verse on his title song goes like 

this: 

“Come gather 'round people 

wherever you roam 

And admit that the waters around you 

have grown 

Accept it soon, you'll be drenched to 

the bone 

If your time to you is worth savin' 

Then you better start swimmin', you 

could sink like a stone 

For the times, they are a-changin' “ 

Those words – the times they are a 

changin – have been running 

through my head the past few days.  

We American Baptist Women have 

been feeling the change in the air for 

a few years now. Our National officers 

have looked closely at the ministry 

and our goals and adjusted the slate 

of officers to reflect those ministry 

goals.  It hasn’t stopped there.   

(Continued on page 2) 
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Dates to Remember  

June 1   Scholarship Applications Due 

June 9-10  Western Area Conference at Houghton, NY 

June 9-10  Central Area Conference at Delta Lake Conference Center, Rome NY 

June 10  SENY Area Conference at Jamaica, NY 

June 29– July 2 AB GIRLS Conference  **Save the Date** 

August 11-13  AB Men’s Conference at Keuka College 

September 14-16 Eastern Area Conference at Christ the King Spiritual Life Center in Greenwich, NY 

October  27-28 Fall Board Meeting at Owego Treadway Inn 

October 31  Fall Witness Articles Due 

April 27-29, 2018 NYS 70th Annual Convention at Doubletree Hotel in Binghamton, NY 
 

Do you have dates for us to all remember?   

Please make sure to email the editor at nysabwministries@gmail.com so they can be added to both the 

website and the next issue of A Witness! 

denomination was in financial 

trouble, we organized and 

started saving pennies for Love 

Gift.  The One Million dollars we 

c o l l e c t e d  s a v e d  o u r 

denomination.   

The initiative to bring Human 

Trafficking and modern slavery to 

the forefront has brought the 

issue to the attention of the 

media and the governments 

As of January 1, 2018 our 

Whi te  Cross/ Internat ional 

Ministries liaison, Chris Marziele 

will be retiring and moving on to 

the next step in her life journey.   

In March 2018, Virginia 

Holmstrom, our  Nat ional 

Executive Minister of AB Women 

is also retiring.   

(Continued from page 1) The national officers are 

working on the search for 

replacing her.  We wish them 

both the best of everything.    

“ If our time is worth savin’ then 

we better start swimmin’.  “ 

We are not ready to sink like a 

stone.  American Baptist women 

are fighters.   

I n  1 9 3 5 ,  w h e n  o u r 
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National Board ~ and ~ 

(2) it is getting more difficult to 

find women who can 

commit to these positions.   

On the state level we are also 

looking at rules changes for 

board members.  Adding 3 per 

year instead of the current 5 per 

year. 

Please note another change on 

the National level…  Make note 

that the National Board will no 

longer be printing up the 

Program Booklets that we have 

used for many years.  All the 

resources will be available for 

download from the website – 

abwministries.org   

It is a lot of change but take a 

breath.   

You may be wondering how 

this will affect your local group.  

That is totally up to your group.  

You are not required to make any 

change to your list of officers.  

If you have enough women to 

fill all these positions, that is great!  

If you struggle on the local level 

as we have on the state level 

hopefully the reorganization will 

help alleviate some of the stress 

you may have felt to copy the 

current state level organizational 

structure. 

As you continue to share light 

in this dark and dreary world, let 

me leave you with these words of 

Paul to the Colossians: 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in 

you richly as you teach and 

admonish one another with all 

wisdom, and as you sing psalms, 

around the world.   

Rev. Sandra Hasenauer has 

almost become a regular 

attendee at our gatherings.  She 

has made two appearances at 

Fall board meetings to help us 

understand how and what we 

can do about change.  She was a 

wonderful addition this year at 

our gathering in Rochester; 

helping to make it a great 

convention.   

One that is sure to go into the 

memory book.  (If you weren’t 

there, let me share that it started 

with the fire alarms going off as 

we were ready to convene and 

ended with a wonderful skit at 

the banquet by the women of 

Rochester/Genesee Region led by 

a  r o b b e r  w h o  t r i e d , 

unsuccessfully, to steal our 

valuables.)    

During our board meetings we 

have done some brainstorming 

for suggestions on what we can 

do and/or do better.   

Last spring, it was decided to 

bring two AB G.I.R.L. liaisons onto 

the board, as presidential 

appointments, to offer their 

expertise on the younger women 

we have always said we are 

trying to reach. (To “Youthinize” 

us….hmmm)  These two young 

ladies are part of the convention 

committee in hopes of attracting 

more of the same.  If you can use 

them locally, for speaking or 

encouragement, invite them.  You 

(Continued from page 2) will have to keep in mind their 

school schedules which can be a 

bit tricky.   

The Leadership Development 

and Advisory team has worked 

with me on putting together 

some suggestions for what will 

work in New York State.  At our 

annual meeting of the board, we 

brought those suggestions to 

your representatives on the 

board.   

The board agreed to the 

following changes effective next 

April (2018):  

 Eliminate: 

 Coordinator of Mission 

and Service,  

 Coordinator of Church 

and Community,  

 C h a i r p e r s o n  o f 

Conferences,   

 Chairperson of Resources. 

As a member of the 

convention committee 

this person would be an 

appointed position within 

that committee. 

 Create: 

 Ministries with Women – 

combining Coordinator of 

Personal Development 

and Conference chair. 

 Missions and Love Gift 

Ministries – combining 

Coordinator of Mission 

and Service with Love Gift. 

The rationale of these changes 

are  

(1) to bring us more into 

a l i g n m e n t  w i t h  t h e 



 

through him.”  (Colossians 3:16-

17) 

Amen. hymns and spiritual songs with 

gratitude in your hearts to God.  

(Continued from page 3) And whatever you do, whether 

in word or deed, do it all in the 

name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father 
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Secretary 

Secretary:  Lorraine Brownell …..  Email: Lbrownell6@gmail.com …..  Phone:  518-686-7737 

be sent to 3 of us:  Lillian Cabral, 

President; Cherie Baker, “A 

Witness”; and myself.   

The names & city of all of the 

churches in your associations sent 

to me as secretary.  This is most 

necessary for our treasurer 

because sometimes she gets 

checks but she does not know 

which association they are in and 

having this information would 

clear up any confusion.  I will pass 

this information on to Frankie 

Barton, our treasurer.   

Cherie Baker would also like a 

list of your local presidents so that 

she can send them A Witness.    

In closing let’s remember the 

words from Psalm 100:2, “Serve 

the Lord with gladness!”  Let’s 

view our service to others as a 

real opportunity.   

Happy Springtime!  Although 

as I write this we are having some 

cooler temperatures and lots of 

rain.  But this helps things grow 

and that is one thing I love about 

spring – new growth!!   

Our convention theme this 

year was “Investing in God’s 

Resources”.   We were challenged 

with “where does God want us 

and what does God want us to 

be doing.”  This can be a 

challenge for us no matter what 

our age is.   

Life is ever changing and with 

it we need to find the ways that 

God can use us and we can do 

His work.   

It was a wonderful convention 

and one that has left me 

challenged to be seeking this 

next phase of my life doing 

whatever it is He desires.   

At the convention, we had 

representation from 20 of our 23 

associations.  There were many 

first timers which was very 

exciting.   

 

It is that time of year again 

when we need some information 

from each association.  If your 

association did not get a form at 

the convention, just send us 

(either by mail or email) all of the 

following information.  We need 

this info by June 30th.   

Your officers (names, addresses, 

phone numbers & email 

addresses).  Please contact all of 

your officers and make sure you 

they’ve not moved or changed 

their email or phone numbers.  

This will make our booklets 

correct and a more useful tool.   

The above information should 

Personal Development Ministries 

Coord. of Personal Development: Kathy Wilt     Email: fubbet@tds.net   Phone:  315-730-4139  

received.  Be completely humble 

and gentle; be patient, bearing 

with one another in love."  

(Continued on page 5) 

I'm not sure where the Spirit 

wants to go with this article but 

when I opened up my Bible, my 

eyes fell upon the Scripture that 

we centered on for the 

Convention, Ephesians 4:1-2.  

"As a prisoner for the Lord, 

then, I urge you to live a life 

worthy of the calling you have 
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we our-selves are the first 

resource given by God!   

We must invest in our- selves 

first before we can be a resource 

to others.   

Wherever you are right now 

and whatever you are doing, 

God is calling you to be where 

you are.  As bad or as enjoyable 

as it may be, know that He's using 

you!  God using you and using 

me is a pretty awesome thing to 

thank Him for! 

Oops, one of my piles just fell 

over!  What a mess.   

Just use me, Lord. Try to pray 

that prayer as often as you can. If 

we will just look  to You, 

everything else will fall into place! 

Happy Spring Everyone! 

Kathy Wilt 

Personal Development 

Living a life worthy of the 

calling we have received.   

I sometimes ask, "God, exactly 

what are you calling me to?"  As I 

sat in my study this morning I was 

aware of the carefully placed piles 

of stuff arranged haphazardly 

around the room.  I saw the more 

urgent notes of things-to-do that 

I'd placed last night next to my 

laptop so I wouldn't forget them!   

God, exactly WHAT are you 

calling me to do??  I need time to 

think this through!  

Once again I've said yes to too 

many folks! Once again I'm 

thinking of five different things at 

once!  I'm sure all of you out there 

who are juggling family needs, 

community responsibilities, and 

work don't even have time to ask, 

"God what ARE you calling me 

(Continued from page 4) to??"  

Let me digress a moment to 

congratulate Claudia, Pat and the 

Convention Planning team, and 

the local Team on an outstanding 

Convent ion!   F rom the 

accommo dat ions ,  to  the 

meetings, to the music, to the 

worship, to the workshops, it 

often didn't go as planned but it 

went as God planned!  

I would urge all of you to think 

of attending next year!  A chance 

for fellowship, a chance to be 

united with women similar to you 

and quite different from you in 

worship - we were truly one body 

and one Spirit - just as Ephesians 

4:4 suggests!  

Our convention theme was 

I n v e s t i n g  I n  G o d ' s 

Resources.  And we were 

reminded so well by Rev. Sandra 

DeMott Hasenauer that indeed 

reason there will be no new 

Mission and Service Coordinator 

for me to introduce.  As we 

restructure jobs will be combined 

so we can be more efficient and 

effective in doing the God’s work 

in NYS.   

We do have a new Special 

Project for 2017-2018.  Our goal 

is to raise $10,000 of the $16,800 

needed to buy sewing machines, 

fabric and provide sewing 
(Continued on page 6) 

Ecclesiastes 3 tells us 

“To every thing there is a 

season, and a time to every 

purpose under the heaven: 

“a time to plant, and a time to 

pluck up that which is planted; 

“a time to break down, and a 

time to build up; a time to weep, 

and a time to laugh;  

“a time to mourn, and a time to 

dance; a time to get, and a time 

to lose;  

“a time to keep, and a time to 

cast away….. 

I thank the Lord for the past 

three years serving as the 

Coordinator of Mission and 

Service for ABWM NYS.  It has 

been a wonderful opportunity to 

meet and share with so many 

women around the state.  

Sometimes there is a time to 

rebuild and reorganize.  That is 

what we are in the process of 

doing in NYS.  And for that 

God’s Call to Service:  Mission & Service Ministries 

Coord. of Mission & Service Ministries:  M. Joanne Strauss  …Email: mjstrauss21@gmail.com  Phone: 917-669-8251 
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AB GIRLS 

AB GIRLS Chair:  Alecia Willie   Email:  wilyj8@aol.com   Phone: 718-813-1726  

they need to become the person 

He's calling them to be.   

Through daily devotions and 

activities the girls will be 

encouraged to live in a manner 

that reflects the value and 

importance that God has placed 

on their lives. 

I look forward to you and 

your girls attending a conference 

in the near future.  Definitely a 

worthwhile experience.  

Godspeed, 

Alecia  

G e t  e x c i t e d  f o r 

NYS AB GIRLS Conference 2017 

being held at Pinebrook Bible 

Conference & Retreat Center in 

E a s t  S t r o u d s b u r g ,  P A 

from Thursday, June 29 - Sunday, 

July 2, 2017.  This year's theme  is 

"A New Beginning…” 

Too often we allow our past 

circumstances to determine our 

future outcome.  The only power 

our past has over our future is the 

power we give it.   

God has a great plan for each 

of our futures so we need to quit 

putting hurdles in our own way 

and stop making excuses as to 

why or how we can’t accomplish 

something.  

“Forget the former things; do 

not dwell on the past.  See, I am 

doing a new thing! Now it 

springs up; do you not perceive 

it? I am making a way in the 

wilderness and streams in the 

wasteland." Isaiah 43:18 - 19 (NIV).  

T h i s 

year's A.B. G.I.R.L.S. Conference 

will challenge participants to take 

responsibility for the person they 

are today and trust that God will 

provide each of them with what 

country lives below the poverty 

line.  

For more information about 

this project you can contact the 

project chair, Barbara Reese 

w h o s e  e m a i l  i s 

jreese1@twcny.rr.com. 

training for 200 women in 

Rwanda.  This project will be 

managed by the staff of the Sierra 

Community Church in Rwanda in 

partnership with International 

Ministries.  

(Continued from page 5) We can help to empower these 

women to become the catalyst 

for change and economic 

development in their country.   

Please pray for this important 

project in a country that has been 

ravaged by civil war and ethnic 

cleansing, where 60% of the 

ABWM Scholarship  

Scholarship Chair:  Jackie Lottermoser  Email:  choralmom@verizon.net        Phone: 315-363-1224  

When this happens please feel 

free to contact me, and I will 

gladly send you anything you 

need.   

In that letter, I asked each 

Liaison to check their church files 
(Continued on page 7) 

Early in January I mailed 22 

l e t t e r s  t o  A s s o c i a t i o n 

C o u n t e r p a r t s  a n d  1  t o 

Chairwoman for AB Girls, asking 

them to start putting out the 

word that the ABWM/NYS 

Scholarship forms were available 

for the 2017-2018 year.   

I also requested they forward 

my letter to all their local Baptist 

church liaisons.  There are times 

when for whatever reasons, 

information is not always 

forwarded as we would like.  
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home, she is hardly ever able to 

find out her residential address 

on Campus, PO Box number, or 

dorm name and room number 

until she arrives at school.  

Therefore she is not able to send 

her Pen Sketch to me before she 

has that information.   

When I receive it I then can 

forward it to each Association 

Counterpart ensuring that you 

will have your information for 

your meetings.  (Or leave spaces 

in the booklets where addresses 

can be added after they are 

received.)  

In closing I would like to thank 

Becky Walters for taking so much 

time to print the continuing story 

of Michelle DuMond, “A 

Scholarship Girl’s Dreams Coming 

True” on our website.  I pray that 

it has helped stimulate interest in 

our program for those looking for 

a scholarship opportunity.   

Scholarship Chairwoman, 

Jackie 

to make sure that all the 

applications had the Deadline 

Date of June 1st and that when 

they gave out an application they 

made sure it included the 

Instructions and Checklist.  These 

pages include very important and 

helpful information for the 

applicant, such as an itemized list 

of exactly what must be included 

with each application.  I then 

stressed several times that all 

pertinent documents must be 

postmarked by June 1st in order 

for the applicant to be considered 

for scholarship.  Good News! I 

have already received a request 

for an application for 2017-2018 

from a girl in Syracuse. 

Also in early January, I sent 

each 2016-2017 Scholarship Girl 

a letter to remind them that if 

they were continuing their 

education, they were welcome to 

reapply with us for the 2017-

2018 school year.  I included an 

(Continued from page 6) Application, Instructions and 

Checklist for their convenience.   

I also suggested they take 

advantage of the months in 

between to make sure they 

arranged for their three letters of 

recommendations and that I was 

looking forward to hearing from 

them before June 1st.  I was very 

excited when I received two 

letters of recommendations from 

one of our girls in March, and on 

April 12th her application, Faith 

Statement, and her Financial 

information as well as her 

f a m i l y ’ s .   O n l y  o n e 

recommendation letter to go.   

When I gave my report at last 

Fall’s Board meeting, I made a 

suggestion to all the Associations 

that I would like to repeat.   

When you plan your 2017 fall 

meetings I would like to suggest 

that you make them for the last 

two weeks in September and 

maybe as late as October.   

Unless a girl plans to live at 

Resources & Exhibits 

Chair:  Lori Little     Email: lori.e.little@gmail.com    Phone: 585-307-7064 

ladies wish to get more materials. 

Additionally, there are new Love 

Gift boxes and a new Women 

and Girls Mission Fund brochure 

available however they were not 

available in time for our 

convention.  

Should anyone be interested in 
(Continued on page 8) 

Hello ladies!  

Another convention is in the 

books and I hope you all had a 

wonderful time!  

This year we had five outside 

resources joining our exhibit area 

to share information to our 

convention attendees. With the 

additional costs we may incur at 

future conventions (table rental, 

set-up fees, etc.), we may want to 

revamp things going forward in 

the future.  

To save on costs, ABWM 

resources and materials were not 

on display, but distributed in the 

convention packets. Each packet 

also included an order form if any 
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A special thanks goes out to 

Cindy and Bruce Anderson for 

sharing their time with us! 

Blessings ~ Lori 

ordering these new materials, or 

any of our materials, please visit 

http://www.abwministries.org/

store/category.aspx  to place your 

order. 

 Alpha & Omega Bookstore, 

based right in Rochester, did join 

us for our convention this year 

and provided us with exemplary 

service!  

Treasurer 

Treasurer:  Colleen Charsky   Email:  colleen.charsky@gmail.com  Phone: 315-298-5268 

calling with humility, gentleness, 

and patience waiting to see how 

the Lord will utilize us in this new 

position.  Equally important we 

need to be gentle and patient 

with those individuals who have 

answered the Lord's calling and 

are assuming new responsibilities.  

None of us accept a position 

with the intent of doing a poor 

job. 

I know when Gail Carlsen first 

asked me to be a one year board 

member, I first thought "I'm not 

qualified." and "I don't know what 

I can contribute."  

Gail encouraged me to accept 

a one year board member 

position to "try it."  Listening to 

God's call and "trying it" led me 

on an incredible journey of now 

calling ABWM-NYS my family for 

over 9 years. 

Even though my term is up, I 

leave the position in the very 

capable hands of Frankie Barton.  

Frankie is a member of the New 

Jerusalem Baptist Church of the 

Long Island Association.  She has 

been the Treasurer-Elect this past 

year and served as Chair of the 

As I was preparing for my term 

as Treasurer to end, I have spent 

some time reflecting.  I thought it 

was quite providential that our 

convention theme verse was 

Ephesians 4:1b-2 (NIV)  

"I urge you to live a life worthy 

of the calling you have received."  

In verse 2, Paul continues, "Be 

completely humble and gentle; 

be patient, bearing with one 

another in love."   

I don't believe it was by 

accident or coincidence that Paul 

was inspired to include this 

sentence regarding humility, 

gent leness ,  and pat ience 

immediately following  a 

sentence regarding being called.  

We must continually seek and 

stay attuned to God's calling in 

our lives.  Many times, we quickly 

refuse callings that might be 

outside our wheelhouse or 

callings to step down from a 

position because no one is 

immediately ready to assume the 

responsibilities.  However, we 

must obey God's leadings at all 

times. 

Also, we must enter any new 

Finance Committee for 2 years 

prior to that.  She has also 

worked in the Accounts payable 

department at Barnes & Noble for 

27 years.  

At the end of the fiscal year 

(March 31, 2017), these are the 

balances of the NYS funds:  

 NYS General--$11,275.25 (at 

least $5,000 is designated to 

replenish investment funds 

that were withdrawn during 

a time of need);  

 NYS Scholarship--$3,835.14;  

 NYS AB Girls--$2,279.60; and  

 NYS Leadership Development-

-$2,279.60. 

For 2016-2017 we have 

r e c e i v e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g 

contributions to be forwarded to 

national ministries:    

 Love Gift-$4,020.17;  

 National-$2,567.37;   

 Women & Girls Mission Fund-

$515.00;  

 National AB Girls- 389.00;  

 N a t i o n a l  L e a d e r s h i p 

Development-$130.00; and  

(Continued on page 9) 
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 As my term has ended, it has 

been my pleasure to have been 

used by God in this capacity.  I 

have enjoyed serving Him 

though each of you. I thank Jesus 

for each one of you who have 

given, served or prayed for this 

organization. 

 

 Refit-$985.00. 

The following offerings were 

collected at Convention:   

 General Fund - $1,071.00;  

 National - $1,033.00; and  

 Love Gift - $585.35.   

 We hosted a silent auction 

which contributed another 

$495 to the General Fund.   

(Continued from page 8) We received an offering of 

$1,209.16 for the Special Project. 

This brought the total we 

received for the 2016-2017 NYS 

Special Project of the ABWM 

General Fund/Opportunity Fund 

to $8,250.00. 

Thank  you for  g iv ing 

generously to each of these 

funds.  We must praise God for 

enabling us to meet the needs of 

this organization.   

tough got going that the 

tradition of Love Gift giving 

would still be continuing 85 years 

later by the women of American 

Baptist Ministries?  So women of 

God, let us continue to give to 

Love Gift. 

This year's total Love Gift giving 

as reported by the NYS Treasurer 

was $4,020.17.  This is a great 

amount.  

As we move forward into the 

year 2018, let us try and double 

t h a t  a m o u n t  i n  J e s u s 

Name.  Galatians 6:9 says- And let 

us not be weary in well doing: for 

in due season we shall reap, if we 

faint not.  

Let us continue to do good and 

reap all the benefits that the Lord 

has in store for us as great 

women of God. 

Many Blessings. 

Grace 

Greetings To All, 

When I was asked to take on 

the unexpired term of Love-Gift 

for the year 2017-2018, I prayed 

about it, and the Lord spoke to 

my spirit and said, "all is well."  

I immediately stepped up to the 

plate to help out in the name of 

LOVE!   

I am on a journey these days as 

a mother who has lost her son to 

gun violence in Syracuse, NY on 

November 16, 2016. His assailant 

is still unknown to this day, but 

this is the love of Jesus that has 

given me peace.   

The Bible says in Philippians 4:7

-And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, shall 

keep your hearts and your minds 

through Christ Jesus. This journey 

is one that is new, still raw, and it 

is the worst storm I have ever 

encountered and weathered, 

with the love of Jesus.   

Jesus sent such a surge of 

humanity my way on a love 

wave, that I simply felt the 

courage to go on in his name.  I 

have the patience of Job, but the 

determination of Esther, that 

even though he (The Lord) may 

slay me, yet will I trust him!  So I'm 

going on in the name of Jesus, 

who is my total healer and 

deliverer. 

According to Webster's Love is: 

A] to have a strong liking for; to 

take great pleasure in 

B] to need or require; to benefit 

greatly from 

C] the benevolent affection of 

God for his creatures, or the 

reverent affection due from them 

to God. 

The history of Love Gift is a 

great one.  Who knew that back 

in the year of 1932, when the 

Love Gift 

Love Gift Chairwoman:  Grace Kelly-Neal … Email: gvkn53@gmail.com  …  Phone: 315-475-4209 
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Conferences 

Conference Chairwoman:  Ruth Wilder 10800 Hunts Corners Rd., Clarence, NY 14031   Phone: 716– 741-2905 

The coordinator will be Ruby 

Henry.   

The Eastern Area Conference 

will be held September 14-16th at 

Christ the King Spiritual Life 

Center.  The coordinators will be 

Kathryn Jones and Marie 

Schilling.   

Blessings, Ruth 

This will be my last conference 

report.  I have enjoyed this time 

as Conference Chairwoman even 

though I was not able to get 

conference last year.  I have 

always found it a blessing.  It is a 

time to have fellowship with our 

sisters in Christ.   

The Central Area Conference 

will be held at Delta Lake June 9-

10.  Carol Seidel will be 

coordinator.   

The Western Area Conference 

will be held at Houghton College 

June 9-10th.  Geraldine Daniels 

and Brenda Johnson will be 

coordinators.   

The SENY Area Conference will 

be held on June 10th from 8am 

to 4pm at Calvary Baptist Church.  

Historian 

Chair:  Nancy Holbert    Email:  nlholbert@yahoo.com   Phone: 607-722-1510 

Workshops and offerings for 

General Fund, Love Gift and the 

Special Project.  The Rev. Sharon 

Williams of Brooklyn was the 

worship leader.  Beverly Davison 

was the Bible Study Leader and 

Suzette Goss Geffrard was the 

Missionary and Zaire was the 

mission filed.  Pearl Cunningham 

wrote the Friday and Saturday 

evening devotions in the 

program book. 

In dates to remember of 

interest…our Fall Board Meeting 

was held at Thornfield.   The 

program book included details 

about our Conferences and 

written reports from officers.  

There was an Ice Cream Social 

with thanks to the Upstate Home. 

The Fairport home provided 

Banquet favors, and  the Scotia 
(Continued on page 11) 

For our ”Historical “moment” 

Lillian asked that I choose a 

Convention…maybe one that was 

a significant year.    

 

I choose the 46th Convention 

held April 29-May 1, 1994 at the 

Buffalo Convention Center.  In 

the Historical collection we have 

the program book, a banner, and 

copies of the worship services 

and banquet program.   

The Convention Theme was “In 

One Spirit, No Longer Strangers”, 

and the Scripture was Ephesians 

2:17-22. 

The Program book described 

the Convention Theme Logo:  

“Our model for the Convention 

Logo, the descending dove filled 

with people of different 

nationalities, is taken from the 

dove symbolizing the Holy Spirit 

of Pentecost.   The 120 people 

gathered in the Upper Room 

were from many nations who 

were diverse in appearance, 

custom and languages.  Yet with 

the appearance of the Holy Spirit 

they were no longer strangers.  

From that time, the power of the 

Holy Spirit to united strangers is 

real.  Today we acknowledge this 

symbol as our desire.” 

The ABW President was Janet 

Barnes and she served from 1992

-1995.  Gail Carlsen was 

Chairwoman of the Convention 

and her committee included Pearl 

Cunningham, Shirley Mills, 

K a t h r y n  J o n e s ,  A u d r e y 

Hutchinson, Joyce Camp, Judy 

Forward, Delores Mikolon and 

Janet Barnes. 

There were 15 Inspirational 
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Baptist Retirement Center was thanked for the popcorn and cotton candy.   

(Continued from page 10) 

White Cross 

Chair:  Penney Greene    401 4th Ave. Olean, NY 14760  Phone:  716-307-1621 

that White Cross is a great way to 

help those who are in need.   

Thank you, Penny Greene 

My time of the White Cross 

Chairwoman for NYS is at an end.  

I’m grateful for the opportunity to 

help many people all over the 

state of New York.   

Being able to do job has given 

me a lot of pleasure in helping 

and meeting everyone, knowing 

In 2018 we will have our 70th Anniversary Convention. 

Mark your calendars now... 

April 27-29, 2018 

Binghamton, NY   at the  Doubltree Hotel 

Watch the website, www.abwm-nys.org, for more details as they 

become available 

Did You Know? 

Where’s Beulah? 
Yes I really did that to make you smile!   

will miss them terribly, we are 

excited for this new life change 

for them.  Want to send a card?   

Beulah Burch 

1545 SE 223rd Ave 

Apt 232 

Gresham, Oregon 97030 

You may have noticed if you 

were walking around during 

convention there seemed to be 

someone missing.   

Beulah Burch was a long time 

member of First Baptist in South 

New Berlin as well as local and 

Fransego Association officer and 

NYS Honorary Board Member 

helping in many ways in her time 

as a Board Member.   

She and her husband Keith 

have moved to be closer to their 

children in Oregon.  While we 
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 Amer ican Bapt ist  Women 

of  NYS  

All women are invited to participate in American Baptist Women's 

Ministries. Each woman is encouraged to participate according to 

her own needs, interests and gifts as led by the Spirit of God. 

From the Editor 

without being fired correctly.   

You find all the things: pain 

levels, quality of sleep, what you 

eat or don’t all play a factor in 

how well you can see ahead to 

be stretched to be resilient.  And 

sadly some days, or weeks, you 

just break.  There have been 

many times a word from my ABW 

family have helped at those times 

and for that I’m forever thankful. 

NYS AB Women’s Ministries is 

resilient.  Lillian talks about this in 

her article.  Look for more from 

me online soon.  

Blessings 

Resilient 

1) (of a person or animal) to 

withstand or recover 

quickly from diff icult 

conditions 

2) (of substance or object) 

able to recoil or spring back 

into shape after bending, 

s t re t ch ing  o r  be ing 

compressed 

This has become my word for 

2017.   

As a mom you are often 

resilient as your body normalizes 

itself after having a baby.   

As a person who is currently 

facing another surgery and 

recovery time, you think of being 

resilient being able to recover 

from the difficult situations .  

What can you do to minimize 

stress on the body before the 

surgery, what do you have to 

have in place for when you 

return so you can focus on 

healing.   

I’m also finding depression 

effects this resiliency.  The story of 

the potter has been on my mind 

a lot in the last few months.  

There are some days you feel 

strong and feel like you can be 

stretched and molded.  There are 

other days that you feel brittle like 

clay left out too long in the sun 

A Witness Editor:  Rebecca Walters  Phone: 315-265-5309  Email:  ontiptoe02@gmail.com 
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