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Greetings To My Sisters In Christ,  

Today is a good day to give thanks 

unto the Lord for he is good.  

I am thankful we are all able to 

gather together over the telephone 

and to stay connected with one 

another in times like these.  

We are in unprecedented times; we 

are living through a global pandemic 

and coping with new restrictions 

placed on our lives. We are soldiers in 

Jesus’ army, and we are all in this 

health crisis together,  We are 

empowered by what we know. 

However, God is able to see us 

through.  
 

Now unto him that is able to do 

exceeding abundantly above all that 

we ask or think, according to the 

power that works in us. 

-Ephesians 3:20 
 

We must put our trust in Him…

believe in Him…depend on Him… and 

through Him!  

Now is not the time for doubting 

the Lord, we must stand on his word 

and his promises.  

As women of God, we must 

continue to navigate our way through 

this pandemic and how it is affecting 

our ABWMNYS duties.  

For now, it has changed how we 

normally conduct our business.  

We’ve had to cancel our annual NYS 

Convention for 2020, we’ve had to 

resort to teleconferencing and emails 

as our main source of communication 

and our gathering together.  

Our website has been updated to 

reflect these changes.  

I am thankful to all of you for your 

support and willingness to carry on 

our business under these adverse 

conditions.   

We are still planning our 2021 

Convention.  We still plan to have a 

2020 Board meeting October 30-31, 

2020.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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Dates to Remember (all dates are 2020) 

May 1   A Witness Articles Due 

July 1   Scholarship Applications Due ** 

   *CANCELLED* Central Area Conference at Delta Lake 

   *CANCELLED* Western Area Conference 

   *CANCELLED* Radical, Redeemed, Ready.  National Conference at Green Lake, WI 

TBA??   AB GIRLS Conference  *watch the website* 

September 17-19 Eastern Area Conference at Christ the King Spiritual Life Center in Greenwich, NY 

October 30-31  Fall Board Meeting, Chautauqua Harbor Hotel in Celeron, NY 

November 1  A Witness Articles Due 

 

April 23-25 2021 Annual Convention, Chautauqua Harbor Hotel in Celeron, NY 

 

    

righteous right hand.  

- Isaiah 41:10 (ESV). 
 

Rev. Grace Kelley-Neal 

There is hope, that hope is 

Jesus Christ.  

Stay Safe, Stay Healthy, Stay 

Blessed.  

When you put your cares in 

(Continued from page 1) God’s hands; He puts His Peace in 

your heart. 
 

Fear not, for I am with you; be 

not dismayed, for I am your God; I 

will strengthen you, I will help 

you, I will uphold you with my 

A Witness      Spring Issue Page 2 

** See website for 

more information 
Become a Vital Partner today! **  
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Ministries with Women 

Facilitator: Carol Seidel   Email: oldmustangbob@yahoo.com  Phone:  607-722-7935 

{please place ABW in the subject line} 

local groups and association 

meetings go well this summer. 

Remember THE LORD IS MY 

SHEPHERD.     

- Carol  

We are mourning many of our 

2020 conferences. Delta Lake has 

been cancelled.  Adirondack is 

still planning on their conference 

in September, the 17-19th, with 

Ruth Fox from International 

Ministries as their speaker.  . 

I think A.B.GIRLS may be 

pending. 

We are praying for safety from 

the virus. We pray for all plans 

A.B.W.M. has made. May your 

AB GIRLS 

AB GIRLS Chair:  Janese Knight   Email:  janeseknight@gmail.com  Phone: 718-501-8251 

myself, on the road to care for 

others. Father have mercy on me 

is sufficient as Grace is sufficient.  

I am a witness still to hope. 

Knowing the power and the 

ways of the most  High is beyond 

my ways and  is beyond our 

ways.  

Have your way Lord and let thy 

Kingdom come, your will be 

done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. 

For the Kingdom the power and 

the glory are yours now and 

forever, in the name of Jesus 

Amen 

That is to be a witness to hope.  

"Jesus a trust you!" 

 Janese 

Editors Note:  The Commish is 

still working on a way to do 

something this summer.  Keep an 

eye on the website and when 

something can be announced it 

will be.   

And in seeing days that I never 

a imagined, I know that I am not 

alone!  

I hear it so often is this the end 

of the world will this consume us 

all pray for me help me what is 

going to happen next? 

I am a witness to hope. 

In the simplest of words...  

"Jesus, I trust you!" 

I am not myself and at times I 

can't admit it, but no one said the 

journey was supposed to be easy. 

I am sad. Unable to mourn, yet I 

smile, my heart is broken and  I 

w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r a y . 

The  loneliness is a push.  A sigh, 

what's miles from my children on 

WhatsApp, and conversation 

with friends. I will continue to 

pray. Pushing back tears 

to  minister to others and always 

there is constant work. Ignoring 

the fact that at times, and more 

times, then I should or would like 

to admit to anyone nowadays, 

many things feel like more than  I 

can bear. 

 I am a witness to hope,  

"Jesus, I trust you!" 

I  t h i nk  o f  P a u l  a nd 

Silas,  Acts16:16 - 40.  Even after 

doing good work  casting out 

demons saving souls and serving 

God to the best of their ability. 

They were  treated cruelly beaten 

and jailed.  Yet,  they continued 

to pray  and praise  In the midst 

of their storm which may have 

been more than they could bear. 

As they glorified the Sovereign 

Most High God the  jail cells were 

opened and people were saved.  

 I am a witness to hope. In all 

things 

"Jesus I trust you!" 

 I have seen people pray and 

call on the Lord, who  never 

uttered a word of prayer before? 

At times I'm not able to pray for 
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Secretary 

Secretary:  Laura Palada   Email: lpalada@frontiernet.net  Phone:  607-783-2044 

 There is no article for at press time.   

- Over 90% of those with an 

addiction began drinking, 

smoking, or using illicit drugs 

before the age of  18 . 

  

Addictive behaviors are used to 

help us manage stress, negative 

emotions, and difficult social or 

relational experiences. For 

women, the challenges of 

multiple demands, role stress, 

body image, or trauma may also 

lead to addictive behaviors as 

coping strategies. With this 

theme, we could explore the 

dynamics of addiction as a 

progressive condition that begins 

as a solution and ends as our 

biggest problem. But even in the 

midst of this problem, we are not 

separated from God. Jesus knows 

why we started these behaviors 

and will walk with us into 

newness of life.   

Please let me know in what 

ways God has you or your church 

assisting in a resolution to 

addiction. 

How do you display His Love to 

others in your local community, 

workplace and church? 

Love Gift 

Love Gift Giving – NYS was a 

total of $8,253 for the year 2019 

and as of February 2020 $844 

has been given. 

The Central Area Retreat 2019 

Love Gift Offering was $165.50. 

and Fall Board Meeting $99.05 

How can you support Love Gift 

TODAY?   

Receive a Love Gift offering at 

every women’s ministry event or 

meeting in your church or region.  

Set Love Gift goals for giving.  

Place Love Gift boxes on tables 

at conferences, board meetings, 

and association events.  

Keep a large jar near the back 

of the church for “Pennies from 

H e a v e n  f o r  L o v e 

Gift.” (Congregations have 

collected $40 to $50 monthly this 

way!)  

Give each family in your church 

a Love Gift Box  

Every fifth Sunday of a month 

receive a Love Gift offering 

during worship.  

Offer incentives for achieving 

the Love Gift goal your church 

sets.   

If your church does not have 

organized women’s ministries, 

you can still participate in Love 

Gift.  

To order free Love Gift boxes 

visit: www.abwministries.org/

store 

Missions:  

Noted from our ABWM 

National website: - American 

Baptist Women’s Ministries 

announces its mission focus 

theme for 2019-2021, Addiction. 

The mission focus provides 

American Baptist women and 

girls the opportunity to explore 

this critical issue, especially its 

impact upon women and girls, 

and how our faith calls us to 

respond.   

Did you know? 

- Over 20 million Americans 

over the age of 12 have an 

addiction (excluding tobacco). 

-100 people die every day from 

drug overdoses. This rate has 

tripled in the past 20 years. 

- 6.8 million people with an 

addiction have a mental illness. 

Missions & Love Gift Ministries 

Facilitator: Vicky Shaw    Email: vicky82893@gmail.com     Phone: 315-681-8384  
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Convention Committee 

Co-Chair:  Cindy Kamm   Email:   cynthia.j.kamm@gmail.com  Phone: 585-944-2387 

Co-Chair:  Joyce Camp    Email:   rejoice1936@gmail.com Phone:  

donation page up specifically for 

the donations online and a pdf 

that can be printed off and sent 

in for those that prefer checks on 

the webpage. This will need to be 

coordinated with Becky and 

Lillian and we can set up the 

appropriate link that would send 

funds directly to the convention 

account to be distributed 

accordingly. 

Update: Donation page for 

convention offerings has been set 

up on our website. Thanks to 

Becky for getting everything up 

on the website and sending out 

an email blast. We have also set 

up a pay link through Tithely for 

co l le ct i ng of fe r i ngs  and 

depositing to our convention 

account for the future. The 

donations will be distributed 

accordingly, on April 27th. 

Our local project, Sleep in 

Heavenly Peace will be sent out 

to them directly when we receive 

them. 

The others, ABWM National, 

ABWM-NYS, Not on My Watch, 

and Love Gift will be sent on to 

Frankie. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Cindy Kamm & Joyce Camp  

co-chairs 

Lillian Cabral, Registrar 

The convention committee is 

greatly saddened by the loss of 

our convention this year. Many 

hours of work are now on hold 

until we can move forward with 

2021. Yes, it needed to be done 

but it’s still hard to imagine. There 

is only one casualty, our banner 

which was done with our 

Rochester location and date. If we 

have a place to save it, please let 

me know.  It is ours to keep. 

Banner image is below. 

Lillian was able to get us 

released from our RIT contract. 

The staff at RIT Inn and 

Conference Center are to be 

c o m m e n d e d  f o r  t h e i r 

graciousness in this difficult time. 

Our deposit will be refunded. 

There is nothing yet available for 

2022. It is important to have 2-3 

years in advance. 

I did receive some information 

f r o m  t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t s 

committee on the Chautauqua 

location, but need more 

clarification with the new 

contract It is difficult to proceed 

without knowing if all or part of 

the rooms are available to us and 

how they envision there use. 

Claudia did say as soon as she has 

the new contract, she will 

forward the information.  There is 

some concern over the event 

space available but hopefully 

once the contact is settled, we 

can make it all work. It would be 

helpful to know when the new 

contract will be signed. 

Both online and mailed in 

refunds have been processed and 

mailed out. Thanks Lillian. 

Thank you to Becky for getting 

the convention page cleared and 

helping to let others know of the 

cancellation. 

The last item is the offerings 

taken at convention. Lillian did 

send out (50) a note with each of 

the return checks to let them 

know that we are still taking 

donations in the form of checks 

and gift cards if they have already 

been purchased. However, we 

have talked about putting a 
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more  in form at ion  about 

Community Ministries in Niagara 

Falls to everyone who gives. Then 

invite them to whatever else 

ABWM is doing.   

(Note:  All that was done 

without using those words that 

mean nothing to a person who 

hasn't been in ABWM a while--I 

won't even spell them out to get 

my point across:  our S.P.) 

2.  Ironically, the 2
nd 

part of my 

reimagining suggestion would 

be:  Stop inviting people to a 

gathering and then asking for 3 

or 4 different offerings!   

As ABWM Board members in 

NY State, we are keenly aware of 

the incredible generosity of 

women in our churches.  It is 

wonderful to see how, time and 

time again, women rise to the 

challenge.  It is not in our DNA to 

turn away an offering plate!   

On the other hand, we know 

that funds are short on the 

National level (Notice that the 

National Reset and Reimagine 

Program is a funding initiative), in 

our Regions, and in our local 

churches.  That was true before 

we ever heard of COVID-19, and 

based on our experience in the 

church I serve, that's going to be 

true when March and April 

financial reports are available.  So, 

(Continued on page 7) 

Reimagine…  

It is an inviting word.  It 

appeared in ABWM's National 

Executive Director Rev. Gina C. 

Jacobs-Strain's email this week. It 

is a word used by our state's 

leader, Governor Cuomo, in his 

update this week.  It is what the 

risen Christ encouraged his 

disciples on NY Pause (Not-Yet 

Pause) to do as he appeared to 

them after the resurrection.   

The eleven whose names we 

know best didn't have the PPE 

they needed - that Prayerful 

Powerful Energy -- to come out of 

hiding and live life where they 

would literally be the hands and 

feet of the risen Christ.  Some, like 

Mary Magdelene and the two 

who took a walk to Emmaus, 

became more essential to the 

story as they encountered Christ 

outside the intimate circle of the 

eleven. 

Reimagine-…  

My dear ABWM sisters, for 

years now, I am convicted that 

we have "reimagined" the same-

old, same-old.  

Has Christ through his 

resurrection not set us free from 

maintaining shells of what has 

been?  I do not hold to the theory 

that COVID-19 is God's judgment 

on anyone.   

But, is this crisis not an 

opportunity (or, for the more 

cynical, an excuse) to cast off the 

shells of what was in so many 

ways?   

Reimagine!  What is vital to the 

image of God we are called to 

bear as the body of Christ?  And, 

what is old and worn out and, 

truly, just an empty shell? 

- - - - -  

Back "in the day" when I visited 

churches as an IM missionary, 

women asked me over and over 

again, "What can we do to get 

younger women in our ABWM?"  

I would answer out of my 

experience of entry into ABWM 

life as a young mother in another 

state, who probably wouldn't 

have used my energy to go to a 

2
nd

 meeting if my husband hadn't 

been the church's pastor.  Their 

fellowship was great, but their 

structure was to me as a 

newcomer a heavy, hollow shell.   

I would like to repeat these 

ideas for reimagining in our local 

groups: 

1. Use language people 

understand. People want to make 

a difference in this world.   

Invite people to "Donate for 

Drug- Abuse Prevention." Ask 

some young woman or young 

man in your church to put up a 

GoFundMe opportunity on 

Facebook.  Send a message with 

Special Project 

Chairwoman:  Debbie Kelsey  Email: dkelsey64@gmail.com   Phone: (315) 491-6464  
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and domestic violence. 

May God bless you as we 

reimagine together how God will 

use us in God's service!  

Debbie 

Special Project Chair 

let's be sensitive to people's 

realities and caring in how often 

and how we "do the ask" in this 

season. 

All the ministries we support 

are important, but be sure your 

local church is able to carry 

(Continued from page 6) forward its ministries with God's 

imagination in mind!  (Spoken like 

the pastor I am!) 

Finally, thank you to everyone 

who gave to help the "Not on my 

Watch" work in 2019-20!  As of 

April 30, the total we raised was 

$5189.65 for this project to help 

survivors of human trafficking 

Arrangements 

Chair:  Claudia Little    Email:  claudialittle7@icloud.com  Phone: 585-968-3061 

and we can all come together. 

If anyone has a suggestion for 

a facility to be used,  Please email 

me at claudialittle7@icloud.com.  

There are quite a few things that 

we “have to have” so not all 

hotels can accommodate us. We 

do not have a definite location for 

2022.  We would love to find a 

place closer to our NY city sisters, 

but so far the price has been very 

prohibitive.  

Be strong all and know that 

you are not alone in this. We’re 

praying for all of you, everyday. 

Trusting in Him,  

Claudia & Lori Little  

Well, this has certainly been a 

challenge and we are so sorry 

that we cannot meet at the 2020 

convention at RIT. A HUGE thank 

you to Lillian Cabral as she 

negotiated a “no charge” 

resolution. 

The 2020 October Board 

Meet ing AND the 2021 

Convention are scheduled for the 

Chautauqua Harbor Hotel in 

Celeron, NY. (Very close to 

Jamestown, NY.)   

I encourage everyone to find a 

computer and check out the 

hotel. It is new, beautiful, and set 

in some of God’s greatest 

handiwork.  It will offer a little 

different setting for both the Fall 

Board Meeting and the 2021 

Convention.  

Complete details will be made 

available when you need them, 

but please note that Friday night 

dinner is included in the 

Convention package. This 

package (for a double) will be 

about $267 and includes 2 

overnights and 5 meals.  The 

Convention Committee will 

determine the actual cost to us to 

include our additional expenses.  I 

pray that the world will be a safe 

and peaceful place by next April 

ABWM Scholarship  

Chair:  Colleen Charsky  Email:  colleen.charsky@gmail.com  Phone: 315-298-5298 

diploma must be disheartening. 

Hopeful l y ,  they  wi l l  be 

rescheduled, but it must be 

(Continued on page 8) 

This  Spr ing has  been 

challenging for many students 

and teachers at all levels.  Please 

keep all our Scholarship students 

in prayer. Three, of our four, 

scholarship recipients are seniors. 

The disappointment of not 

having that final sense of 

accomplishment as they walk 

across the stage and receive their 
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This year we are only requiring 

2 letters of reference.  Not being 

physically present in school, can 

make it difficult to track down 

letters of reference. 

Please keep all of our students, 

and any teachers and students 

you know, in prayer during this 

difficult time.  Encourage anyone 

starting, or continuing, college 

next year to please apply for a 

scholarship.  We want to bless 

and encourage as many young 

ladies as possible.   

The application can be found 

online www.abwm-nys.org/

abwm-of-nys-scholarship/ 

disheartening to have something 

they worked for to be so 

anticlimactic. 

The same could be said with 

our potential future scholarship 

recipients.  The final semester of a 

high school career is usually filled 

wi th  fun act i v i t ies  and 

recognition ceremonies that are 

seen as rites of passage.  

There are things you can do for 

these students:   

In particular, if your scholarship 

girl is a senior, send her a 

graduation card to recognize her 

achievement and let her know 

she is not forgotten.  I would 

(Continued from page 7) send it to the home address. 

If you have a high school senior 

in your life, think of small ways to 

encourage them-texts or cards.  

The parents of seniors in our 

town purchased small yard signs 

to recognize our graduating class 

of 2020.  You can even tie school 

color ribbons throughout the 

town to show support for these 

students. 

The scholarship committee 

wants to make life easier for the 

new applicants, so this year we 

have modified the application 

process. 

The application deadline has 

been extended from June 1 to 

July 1. 

ABWM Buffalo/Niagara Falls Weekly Praise & Prayer Sessions 

Guest Post: Gerri Daniels  Email:    Phone:   

There are many of our ABW 

family members recovering from 

the coronavirus Please pray for 

them and all  ABWM families 

during this time.    

The ABWM of Buffalo/Niagara 

Falls has been doing weekly 

praise and prayer sessions each 

Sunday at 6 pm during the 

pandemic via teleconference.   

We invite anyone to attend  the 

call in number is 425-436- 

6369  ID 5699918#.  

Contact Geri Daniels for more 

information at 716-816- 5948.  

Nominating 

Nominating Committee Chair:   M. Joanne Strauss  Email:  mjstrauss21@gmail.com Phone:  917-669-8251 (c) 

this edition.   The full 2020-20201 Board Listing is available on page 14 in 

Rules 

Chair:   Kathie Burnside   Email:  kburnside06@gmail.com  Phone:  607-859-2932 

There is no article at press time. 
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White Cross 

Chair:   Lillian Cabral   email:  cabral.ld45@yahoo.com   Phone:  315-626-3220 

financial assistance, prayer and 

supplies.   

The Niles, working in the 

Democratic Republic of the 

Congo, recently shared in their 

newsletter how excited they 

were when a tractor-trailer 

loaded with White Cross supplies 

was delivered to them.  

Missionaries still depend on all 

of us for necessary supplies.  The 

warehouse is overstocked with 

rolled bandages and is no longer 

accepting delivery of them so 

please look at the other items 

they do need (including postage 

money to defray the cost of 

mailing). 

 In 2019 we were able to send 

$9,163.74.  Our goal this year is 

$11,000.  I believe this is easily 

attainable as long as we work 

together.  

To God be the Glory, great 

things He has done! 

A woman in my church 

recently told me that “there is no 

more White Cross”.   

Of course, I corrected her, but it 

brings to view that churches view 

White Cross as the work of the 

Women’s Group.  But what if 

there isn’t a women’s group?  Is it 

true that without a group of 

women that meet in some form, 

then White Cross requests are 

ignored.  It doesn’t have to be 

that way.  It also seems we have 

been dealing with this mindset 

for a long time.   

Many years ago, an American 

Baptist pastor was moderating a 

meeting I was at.  The question 

was asked if the pastor’s in the 

group read “A Witness”, and 

somehow White Cross and the 

mission work ABWM support 

entered into the conversation.   

He told us that he only promotes 

ABC missions.  This is the mindset 

that we still often find ourselves 

dealing with.   

White Cross is part of 

International Ministries.   

It is my goal to see that White 

Cross packets get to every church 

in our state.  Please pray for this 

to happen.  In order for the goal 

to be achieved every White Cross 

Chairperson in NYS will need to 

assist me in the mailings.  I will be 

sending address labels to each 

one of them so they have the 

current address for each church 

in our region.    

The problem comes, of course, 

with the other two regions in our 

state.  I don’t have addresses for 

churches in those regions.  I will 

have to trust the chairwomen in 

those regions to accomplish that 

task. 

If your church does not receive 

a packet, please let me know and 

I will see that they get one.   

Our missionaries still need 

Please check out the webpage for ABW Ministries of New York State 

www.abwm-nys.org  

and connect with us on Facebook at  

www.facebook.com/nysabwministries 

Our Website & Facebook Page 
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Community Missions focuses on the prevention of addiction 
through its’ Girls Circles.  The Circles meet in public schools to 
teach girls their value and to problem-solve, thus helping girls 
avoid traps that often lead to addiction.   

On-site services include post-drug-rehabilitation housing, addiction 
recovery groups, housing for people with chronic mental health 
problems, daily free meals, a food and clothing pantry, chapel 
services, case management services, and countless other 
programs.   

Community Missions is an ABC-USA-endorsed ministry, and its’ 
chaplain, Rev. Mark Breaze, is an ABC-USA ordained minister. 

WWW.COMMUNITYMISSIONS.ORG 

COMMUNITY MISSIONS OF NIAGARA FRONTIER, INC. 
1570 BUFFALO AVE.  NIAGARA FALLS, NY 14303 

(716) 285-3403 
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2020-2021 ABWM 
New York State 
Special Project 
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30 Days of Giving to ABWM-NYS Scholarship Fund 
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

 

 1 
 

Because you 
love Jesus, give 

50¢ 

 2 
 
For each house 
plant you have 

give 10¢ 

 3 
 
Give 50¢ for each 
loved one in your 
immediate family 

 4 
Give 5¢ for each 

letter in your 
first and last 

name 

 5 
Give 50¢ for 
each meal & 

snack you ate 
today 

 6 
If the sun is 

shining, give 25¢, 
if it's raining or 

snowing, give 50¢ 

             

7 
Show 

appreciation for 
your pastor(s). 

Give $1.00 each 

 8 
Give 5¢ for each 
time you talked 
on the phone 

today 

 9 
 

Give 50¢ for 
each pet you 

own. 

 10 
 

Give 10¢ for 
each child and 

grandchild 

 11 
Give 25¢ for 
each piece of 
snail mail you 

received today 

 12 
 

Give $2.00 for 
each TV you 

own 

 13 
If you went 

shopping today, 
give all your 
extra change 

             

14 
 

Give 10¢ for 
each year you 

have been saved 

 15 
 

Give $2.00 for 
each car you 

own 

 16 
 
Count your CDs, 
DVDs, mp3s and 
give 1¢ for each. 

 17 
 
Give 5¢ for each 
door & window 
in your house 

 18 
 

Give 25¢ for 
each soda or 
cup of coffee 

you drank today 

 19 
If someone in 

your family had 
a birthday this 
month, give $5 
in their honor. 

 20 
 
Give $1.00 if you 
worked outside 
today 

             

21 
Give 5¢ for each 
person in your 

worship service 
today 

 22 
 
Give 5¢ for each 

pair of shoes 
you own. 

 23 
 

Give 10¢ for 
each email you 
received today 

 24 
 
Give 5¢ for each 
time you texted 

today 

 25 
Give $1.00 for 

each cell phone, 
tablet, & 

computer. 

 26 
If you know 
someone in 

college, give 50¢ 
for each student 

 27 
 

If you are not 
sick today, give 

$1.00 

             

28 
Give 5¢ for each 
minute it takes 
you to get to 

church 

 29 
 
If you didn't visit 

a shut-in this 
month, give 50¢ 

 30 
 

Give what the 
Lord puts on 
your heart. 
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https://abwomensministries.org/  

Can always be viewed after, registration allows you to participate real time and ask questions.  Replays are 

available.   

Current list of 2020 Webinars include:   

 Courageous Conversations:  Financial Wellness Amid COVID-19 (May 28) 

 Courageous Conversation with HS Counselors and College Admissions Professionals (May 14) 

 Courageous Conversation about Pastoral Care with Chaplains (April 30) 

 Courageous Conversations about Youth Ministry (April 16) 

 Avenidas a la  Plenitud: Bienestar Financiero (for Spanish Speakers (March 19) 

 Avenues to Wholeness:  Finding Wholeness after Tragedy (February 20) 

 Avenues to Wholeness:  Mindfulness and Christian Spirituality (February 6) 

 Avenues to Wholeness:  Finding Wholeness in Seasons of Change (January 23) 

 Avenues to Wholeness:  Discover Your Superpowers (January 9) 

 There are also recordings available for the Fall 2019 Avenue to Wholeness Series, and any other past 

recordings also available 

Your source for information and ideas from the national officers and staff of AB Women's Ministries, news 
and events, program ideas, and resource recommendations for ministry with women and girls.  

COVID-19 has forever changed the world, and to continue to support communities, organizations must 

change with it. As the number of those impacted by COVID-19 grows, goods become scarce, and 

unemployment rises, the need for spiritual support and guidance has become more pressing than ever.  

Today, American Baptist Women’s Ministries is seeking your help to serve its communities and constituents 

better. Amid COVID-19, many support services and programming in our communities are no longer available. 

Food pantries, afterschool programs, and daycare are not open. Supporting programs and systems for 

women and children have been altered or halted due to COVID-19.  

https://abwomensministries.org/
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Normally if you are only looking at 

the print version you miss the 

images chosen to go with the articles 

online.  This time I felt led to create a 

bit of a vision board with them for 

this issue.  I hope it speaks to your 

heart in the days to come. 
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Secretary Laura Palada PO Box 216 Gilbertsville     NY 13776 Fransego 607-783-2044 lpalada@frontiernet.net 

Treasurer Dorene Ingersoll 23 Overbrook Crescent New Hartford     NY 13413 Mohawk-Oneida 315-404-7609 doreneingersoll@gmail.com 

Ministries with  
Women 

Carol Seidel 17 Telegraph Street Binghamton     NY 13903 Broome-Tioga 607-722-7935 oldmustangbob@yahoo.com 

Missions & Love Gift 
Ministries Facilitator 

Vicky Shaw 45091 Olney Road Redwood     NY 13679 North Country 315-681-8384 vicky82893@gmail.com 

White Cross & World 
Relief Chairwoman 
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Chairwoman 
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~ Three Year Board Members ~                   
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(filling unexpired term) 

Frankie Barton 224-04 145th Ave. Rosedale     NY 11413 Long Island 718-276-6541 fbarton@bn.com 
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Every effort has been made to ensure that contact information is correct.  If you know of an error  please contact                          the Editor (nysabwministries@gmail.com) so a correction can be made in the next issue.  Thank You!! 

A note from the Editor:   

As of this time all board members have been asked to serve in place and the new officers will be 

installed at the Fall Board Meeting in October.  If you need to contact someone this summer you 

can see the current officers in their articles earlier in this issue.  
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Every effort has been made to ensure that contact information is correct.  If you know of an error  please contact                          the Editor (nysabwministries@gmail.com) so a correction can be made in the next issue.  Thank You!! 



 

c/o American Baptist Churches NYS 

3218 James Street 

Syracuse, NY 13206 

 For Editor & Address Change/ 

Subscription information please see 

page 2. Thanks! 

 Amer ican Bapt is t  Women 

of  NYS  

All women are invited to participate in American Baptist Women's 

Ministries. Each woman is encouraged to participate according to 

her own needs, interests and gifts as led by the Spirit of God. 

From the Editor 

Take time in the word.   

Take care of yourself.  Ensure 

that you are caring for yourself as 

much as you might be caring for 

others in this time of uncertainty.   

As our summer months enter 

the picture, think of how you can 

still reach out and minister in 

ways that might not be so 

conventional.   

Think outside the box.   

Reset and Reimagine what our 

world could look like as we move 

forward.   

God be with you until we can 

hug again. 

How to summarize what has 

felt like a mess of months this 

Spring?   

{Picture my blank stare, at a 

blank screen.} 

As my brain tries, I keep coming 

back to the thought that God 

remains with us despite it all.   

Our gatherings have switched 

from in-person, to across 

computer screens or phone 

speakers.   

Our world is hurting.  Both 

with physical illness and instability 

in so many ways.  

Yet at the same time, teachers 

came together to find a way to 

continue to teach.  Communities 

found ways to keep the food 

flowing to those in need.   

Grace has been given in 

cancellations, giving back 

deposits that a year ago would 

have never been considered.  

God is Good.   

As we still process what the 

future will bring, how we will 

continue  to worship together, 

we can still continue the ministry 

we have been charged with, 

even if it is from our own homes.   

I urge you to keep in contact 

with your communities, with 

those you only saw once a year.  

Send a letter, write an email, 

make a phone call.   

A Witness Editor:  Rebecca Walters  Phone: 315-265-5309  Email:  ontiptoe02@gmail.com 


