
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the Hilton Garden Inn in Troy NY and our ABWM-NYS 2023 Convention! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

-ABWM-NYS- 
-AB GIRLS- 
Convention  

2023 
April 28-30 

 
Hilton Garden Inn 

Troy NY 
 

Micah 6:8 (NIV) “He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. 
    And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” 

American Baptist Women’s Ministries of NYS •  AB Girls of NYS 

RESERVE 
YOUR 

EXPERIENCE 
TODAY! 

SHARE THE 
GOOD NEWS 
WITH YOUR 

COMMUNITY! 

Meet Our 
Keynote Speaker: 

Rev. Marsha 
Scipio 

 

 

It is with anticipation, prayers, and the Lord’s grace that we 
welcome you to register for the 74th American Baptist 
Women’s Ministries of New York State Convention at the 
Hilton Garden Inn, Troy NY. It has been nearly a year since we 
gathered in person at convention for the first time after what 
seemed like an eternity with Covid. In 2020 we canceled the 
convention, then 2021 we Zoomed. Finally last year, we 
gathered at Chautauqua for a wonderful time of seeing so 
many of our dear sisters in Christ to learn, catch up, laugh, and 
just enjoy all the familiar and new faces who shared that joyous 
weekend. This year the Arrangements Committee was able to 
secure a fantastic central location. Troy is in the Capital region  
just northeast of Albany along the Hudson River. This 
convention is the culmination of the 9-member committee 
meeting an average of twice a month to coordinate this event. 
Please take time to thank your convention and arrangements 
committee members.  Your Convention Committee plans to 
make this a banner year. Come learn with insightful speakers, 
join exciting workshops, and enjoy fellowship with your fellow 
sisters in Christ. We trust to see you there.n 

ABWM-NYS President, Colleen Charsky                                                   
 

Born in Trinidad & Tobago and 
raised in Brooklyn, NY, Rev. 
Marsha Scipio is the Director of 
Baptist World Aid for the Baptist 
World Alliance where she has the 
privilege of impacting the lives of  
the world’s most vulnerable populations. She also serves as an 
Associate Minister at the historic Berean Baptist Church in 
Brooklyn, NY, under the leadership of Rev. Dr. Arlee 
Arkofa. Rev. Marsha is passionate about teaching and 
preaching God’s Word. She is the Convener of Women Who 
Minister, a conference to empower women to serve in the 
ministry and   marketplace.                                (Continued next page) 
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and on the Board of American Baptist Churches of 
Metropolitan, NY. Rev. Marsha has a demonstrated 
commitment to public service and social justice, having spent 
twenty-plus years in non-profit management and youth 
development. Rev. Marsha earned her M. Div. from Princeton 
Theological Seminary. She is an alumna of Georgetown 
University Law Center (JD), New York University (MA in 
Psychology) and Yale University (BA in Psychology & African 
American Studies). She enjoys spending time with her family 
and friends, traveling, and eating good food! Quoting her 
favorite poet, Maya Angelou, she says, “I wouldn’t take 
nothing for my journey now!” Gratefully adding, “God’s got 
this!” n 
 

Rev. Marsha will be joining us during our opening plenary 
session speaking on, “Building Christ’s Community.” 
Additionally, she will be leading a Bible study at 9am on 
Saturday morning on our theme scripture Micah 6:8 and other 
relevant scriptures.  
 

Rev. Marsha has served as the Associate General 
Secretary for Missional Initiatives and 
Partnerships for American Baptist Churches USA  

 
 
 

 
If you can’t join us in 

person… 
We will miss you! But, if getting to 

convention this year is not possible, you can 
still participate in the plenary sessions LIVE! 
We will be broadcasting all three sessions: 

Friday evening, Saturday morning and 
Sunday morning. Register online or by mail. 

Virtual registration is $60.00 
 

Convention 2023 
 

And then we shop! 

Great New Hours! More Time to Shop! 
__________________________ 

Consider something great to Donate: 
Gift Baskets! 

Crafts! 
Treats! 

Treasures! 
There are tons of ideas online for creating 

great items to auction. 
_____________________________ 

 

Whatever you can create you can share! 
Just drop off your donation at the registration table 

and our team of Auctioneers will get to work! 
 

Create a themed gift basket, what about a flavor 
box or a bag of spa type items. Take an idea and 

run with it! It going to be great! 

(Continued from front page) 
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ministry in the American Baptist Churches denomination.  She is a 
cultural competency and storytelling practitioner. 
 

 

Pamela Bolton pastors both First Baptist Church and Out of the Box 
Worship Center in Whitehall. She has done mission work in The 
Bahamas and West Virginia and has authored five books about revival. 
Her passion is to reach unbelievers and bring God's people together 
to prepare for full-blown revival. 
 

Workshop Description:  And let us consider how to stir up one another 
to love and good works, Hebrews 10:24 (NIV) 
 

In this workshop, we’ll discuss some “out of the box” ways to walk in 
love and reach our communities for Jesus Christ. God is leading us to 
build stronger relationships with people and to stir up one another to 
love and good works. 

Workshop Details 
#1: Rev. Kadia Edwards 

“Building Beloved Community 
through Storytelling” 

#5: Theresa Chapman 
“Planting God’s 

 Community Tree” 

#4: Rev. Yana Pagan 
            “The Avengers” 

#3: Pastor Pamela Bolton 
“’Building out of the Box’ 

Connections” 

Bio: Rev. Dr. Kadia Edwards answered her call 
to ministry in 2002 while serving as a Chapel 
Assistant at Andrew Rankin Memorial Chapel at 
Howard University in Washington, D.C. Dr. 
Edwards is licensed and ordained to public  

#2: Rev. Pat Hernandez 
“Wonder Women!” 

Bio: was baptized at the First Baptist Church of 
Troy, NY, nurtured in the faith through American 
Baptist Women, and selected as an ABWM 
scholarship recipient. After being called to  
ministry, she pastored churches in NY and PA  

in our American Baptist Churches denomination.  She is a cultural 
competency and storytelling practitioner. before being called to serve 
as the Leadership Consultant for ABC-MI. Currently, she serves as the 
Associate General Secretary for American Baptist Women in Ministry 
and Transition Ministries ABCUSA. She gives thanks to the American 
Baptist Women of NYS, in particular those in Troy who were 
instrumental in her faith formation and call to ministry. More than 
degrees or position what is important to her is to love God and love 
others as she lives out God’s call on her life, inviting others to do the 
same. 
 

Workshop Description: We come from different places and serve in 
different ways. Despite the differences amongst us, we are ALL 
created in God’s image, called by Christ, and gifted by the Holy Spirit. 
We are Wonder Women!  Join us in exploring our createdness, 
giftedness, and call in God. No matter who you are, where you come 
from, or how you serve, come celebrate our wonderful creation in 
God, forging friendships that sustain our service, support our spiritual 
growth and build up Christ’s Community “for it was You who created 
my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother's womb. I will 
praise You because I have been fearfully and wonderfully made” 
(Psalm 139). 

Workshop Description: As a religious community, we share the 
responsibility to break into everything from our national discourse to 
our time of personal reflection. People of faith must provide a united 
front in calling out hate, finding ways to address past injustices, and 
construct a society marked by unity and peace. I believe that the 
practice of hearing and telling stories creates the capacity for people 
to engage in empathy, authentic listening, perspective taking and 
nuanced ways of helping to change the world. 

Bio: Rev. Yana J.C. Pagan is a former YAWMAT 
Leader and is currently the Associate Regional 
Minister for American Baptist Churches of 
Connecticut.  Rev. Yana has had many roles and 
seeks to spread the Love of Christ through 
 

 stories, whether listening or telling them. Rev. Yana offers of herself 
and what God has done in her life as she seeks to be a change agent 
in all that she does. 
 

Workshop Description: How community moves us to heal in action that 
experiences being stronger together. Biblically Righteous is to be 
biblically just, especially as it relates to the Christian commitment to 
justice, reconciliation, and diversity.  To work through the challenges 
of our world, not just as individuals, but together when we find we are 
even stronger.  Therefore, Micah’s response to God is the same as 
ours when we ask God, what do you require of us? What is required 
especially in the face of injustice, exploitation, racism, and 
mistreatment of communities. It is for us as the Body of Christ to the 
hands and feet of Christ here on earth.   
 

Theresa Chapman is an active member of the Federated Church of 
Port Byron. She loves to see others bring out their creative nature as 
together they create something beautiful highlighting each person's 
personality.  
 

Workshop Description: Come design and make your own community 
tree. You will be painting a tree on a 11"x14" canvas. Decorate your 
tree with buttons. Then write your community words on your leaves. 
Place them in your own design. I'm looking forward to meeting 
everyone. There will be an $8 charge for this workshop at the door to 
cover additional material costs. 
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#6: Kris Lutton 
“ Legacy Planning  

for Today & Tom orrow”  
Bio: Kris brings a background in campaign 
management and a broad-cross section of 
development experiences spanning 25 years to 
the ABF team. She attended Baptist Bible 
College, now Summit University, majoring in  
 elementary education. She has worked with national, local, and 

regional organizations as a consultant helping them with strategic 
planning, leadership recruiting and campaign implementation. Her 
work with ABWM had a lasting impact. Kris is a member of Royersford 
Baptist Church. 
 

Workshop Description: As we build Christ's Community Together, we 
consider Today, Tomorrow & Forever.  Estate planning requires a 
balance between lifetime financial needs and your legacy desires.  It 
has complex elements as well as basic components, such as a well-
written will.  Other elements can provide financially for loved ones and 
support ministries that have special significance to you.  Did you know 
there are 10 ways to give to your favorite ministry without writing a 
check?  Come and learn as we share ways, we can partner together to 
fulfill your legacy desires.  Each workshop attendee will receive a copy 
of our new Planning Your Legacy, A Guide to Providing for Your Family 
and Supporting Ministries and Missions.    
We hope you will join us for this 1-hour workshop with American 
Baptist Foundation featuring Kristine Lutton, CGPA, Development 
Advisor.  
 

Our dining 
area 

#7: Mandy Simons 
“ Make a Joyful Noise”  

Mandy Simons received her master’s degree in Music Performance 
from Shenandoah Conservatory in Winchester, VA.  She also holds a 
Bachelor's in Music Performance from Cornerstone University in Grand 
Rapids, MI.  Mandy has 25 years of performance experience with 
opera, choral, and theater companies in Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, and 
Virginia.  She has spent several years directing church choirs, youth 
choirs, handbell choir, as well as teaching private and group music 
lessons.  She is currently the Music and Expressive Arts Specialist at 
Pathfinder Village in Edmeston. 
 

Workshop Description: Upon registration for this fun and invigorating  
workshop, you will receive copies of the music that the group will 
rehearse during the workshop time. There will be a warmup prior to 
presentations and a wonderful time of collaboration as our NY voices 
gather and MAKE A JOYFUL NOISE!  
 

Mandy is excited to make a joyful noise and worship with each of you 
this coming April!  
 

Because we give… 
 

Friday Night – NYS General Fund 
Saturday Morning – Local Mission Project 
Lunch – Scholarship Fund 
Banquet – 2021-22 Special Project 
Sunday Worship – National Endowment Fund 
 

We help build up community! 

 
 

2023 Convention Local Mission 
Project 

Their Mission: FOCUS IS SIX COVENANT CHURCHES, FOUR FAITH 
AFFILIATES, AND TWO FAITH PARTNERS, DOING TOGETHER WHAT WE 
CANNOT DO ALONE.  UNITED IN A COMMON CALLING TO RESPOND TO 
OUR NEIGHBOR'S NEEDS IN THE CITY OF ALBANY AND BEYOND, AS 
GOD'S SERVANT PEOPLE IN A BROKEN AND HURTING WORLD. 
Since 1967, FOCUS Churches of Albany has been a community of 
communities: doing together what we cannot do alone. Located in 
downtown Albany, FOCUS serves food to insecure neighbors and 
guests through a breakfast soup kitchen and two food pantries. The 
FOCUS Breakfast Club provides more than 13,000 meals year-round 
and helps connect guests with much-needed services. Our breakfast 
soup kitchen is open three mornings a week at 7am, serving many 
people who are homeless or at-risk of being homeless.  Our two food 
pantries offer emergency food supplies to families and individuals.  We 
are able to do this through our six covenant congregations and 
several interfaith affiliates.  Our main food pantry and offices are 
located at Emmanuel Baptist Church.  In addition to providing direct 
service, we also advocate for fair housing, food security, immigration, 
and antiracism.  We are committed to act justly, love tenderly and walk 
humbly with our God (Micah 6:8).   
Your donations of the following items will help their guests: 

§ socks (for women and men) 
§ underwear (for women and men) 
§ feminine products 
§ soap 
§ shampoo 
§ toothpaste 
§ toothbrushes 
§ deodorant 
§ other personal hygiene items  
§ Gift Cards (Target, Walmart, Market 32, Shoprite, 

Hannaford's, Stewart's, etc.)  
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This registration form is for mail-in registrations only 
You can also register and pay online(paypal) at: 

 www.abwm-nys.org 
April 28th – 30th, 2023 

Hilton Garden Inn, 238 Hoosick St. 
Troy, NY 12180 

ONE REGISTRATION PER PERSON 
Note: Please do not send to hotel.  

No tax-exempt form required.   
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: (_____)__________________________________ Email:_____________________________________ 

Church: ________________________________________  Association: ______________________________ 

Room size: _____Single (1 person) _____Double (2people) _____Triple (3 people) _____Quad (4people) 

Print names of Roommates with Phone Number for each: Each roommate needs to fill out a separate 
registration listing the same names and check the box to the right. Mail all registrations together with 
full payment to the registrar if they have not already registered online.   

I’m a roommate. My roommates are listed Below. 

1._______________________________________________Phone_____________________ 

2._______________________________________________Phone_____________________ 

3._______________________________________________Phone_____________________ 

4._______________________________________________Phone_____________________ 

ABOUT YOU: Are you:  Full Time: ______ Part time______  

Are you an AB Girl? Y/N (12-18) _____ YAW (19-40) _____  Is this your first convention? Y/N _____    

NOTE: Please let us know what special mobility needs would help. (example: wheelchair, car side 
assistance?) Do you have any special mobility needs? Y/N ____. If so, please explain:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL REGISTRATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY 
REGISTRAR BY TUESDAY, MARCH 21ST 2023. 

Please be sure to mark all choices clearly.  
Make check payable to: ABWM of NYS 

Mail to registrar: Lillian Cabral 
4002 NYS Rte. 370, Cato, NY 13033 

Phone: 315-626-3220 
 

Check in time: Friday 3pm 
Check out time: Sunday Noon 

 Event Registration Begins: Friday 3pm 
Saturday Registration Begins: 7:30am 

 

The time has arrived! 
Save your seat today! 

 

(continued next page) 

_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________ 
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Your Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

EVENT QUESTIONS: 

Do you have a gift item that you will be donating for our Silent Auction? Y/N ____. 

Add brief description _______________________________________________________________________ 

CHOOSE YOUR COSTS/FEES/MENUS: 

Count 

Virtual is cost of standard registration 

All meals must be 
ordered at registration COST Sub Total 

 Virtual only (3 plenary sessions) Sessions will be live only $60.00  
 

    

 Std. Registration per person:  $60.00 $60.00 
 Cost: Registration cost required for each 

           person regardless of hotel stay    
     

 Full room/meal package: Full time (two nights)   
 Single (1 per room) Price per person $358.00   
 Double (2 per room) Price per person $234.00   
 Triple (3 per room) Price per person $194.00   
 Quad (4 per room) Price per person $172.00   
 Additional night room rate (Thur.) Price per room $124.00  
     

 Friday Board Luncheon Buffet (optional) $27.00  
 Fri. Nite- South of the Border  Buffet (optional) $29.00  
     

 Individual MEALS: Guest-Part time   
 Saturday Breakfast Buffet Cost per person $22.00  
 Saturday Plate Luncheon  Cost per person $28.00  
 Saturday Banquet Dinner Cost per person $38.00  
 Sunday Breakfast Buffet  Cost per person $22.00  
     

All room/meal packages include Saturday, breakfast, lunch, dinner, and Sunday breakfast including gratuities. 

 Housekeeping gratuities are not 
included. 

Total Cost: XXX $ 

 Check Number: XXX # 
 

 

PLEASE LIST ANY SPECIAL DIETARY REQUIREMENTS: 
 

Do you have any food allergies or special diets? Y/N ______.  

 
 
 
 
 

Please List:_________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

(continued next page) 

Please note that both we, and the hotel will do our very best to try and accommodate special 
needs. We will be in touch if there is a problem with a request. 
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Your Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MEALS & MENUS 
Friday Buffet Options (Friday meals are optional. Be sure to add them to your registration.) 
 

Buffets include freshly brewed coffee, regular and decaffeinated, a selection of hot tea, & regular and 
diet sodas.  
 

Friday Board Luncheon Buffet- The Friday lunch option is the Deli Board lunch buffet. It consists of a 
salad, two soup choices a nice variety of other salad and sandwich options to build your favorite Sammy, 
homemade kettle chips with assorted cookies and brownies for dessert.   
 

Friday Evening South of the Border Buffet- This buffet offers many choices to titillate the taste buds.  The 
soup will be a potato and chorizo chowder. There are various side choices to choose from including 
Mexican street corn, Quinoa with black beans with diced tomato, red onion, and cilantro. Hard and soft 
taco shells are available with a choice of ground beef or seasoned chicken that await your own choices 
of decoration with all the traditional choices of toppings. Chicken, and vegetable quesadillas, too! Top 
that all off with apple empanadas and cinnamon sugar churros. Mix and match! Have a blast! Fiesta!!!! 
 

Choices below are for our plated meals. Other inclusive meals are buffet style. 
 

YOUR SATURDAY LUNCHTIME CHOICES: **List dietary requirements in special needs section. 
Below are the choices for our plated meals: 
Lunch comes with beverage service, locally famous Bella Napoli fresh baked rolls and butter, your side 
salad, chef’s selection of sides, and dessert. (please, choose one X) 
 

_____ Chicken Bruschetta – Grilled chicken breast with fresh tomato and onion bruschetta drizzled with 
balsamic glaze. 
 

_____ Eggplant Roulette (Vegetarian) – Breaded and lightly fried eggplant stuffed with mozzarella and 
ricotta cheese and topped with pomodoro sauce. 
 

_____ Stuffed Portabella Mushroom (GF & vegan) - Roasted red peppers, spinach and quinoa stuffing 
with fresh tomato and onion bruschetta drizzled with balsamic glaze. 
 

YOUR SATURDAY EVENING BANQUET MEAL:  
Dinner comes with beverage service, locally famous Bella Napoli fresh baked rolls and butter, Caesar 
salad, chef’s selection of sides and dessert. (please choose one X) **List dietary requirement in special 
needs section. 
_____ Vermont Salmon – Local maple syrup glazed salmon. 

_____ Chicken Florentine – Pan seared chicken breast in a roasted garlic and spinach cream sauce 

_____ Prime Rib – (GF) - Slow roasted prime rib of beef, served in its natural au jus and horseradish 

aioli, a house specialty! 
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Your Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
SATURDAY WORKSHOP SESSIONS: Please make (X) your choices for workshops. We need to know 
what materials are necessary to bring everyone the best programs and experiences to each of you.   
 

 

WORKSHOP SESSION A            10:45am-11:45am Speaker 1st Choice 2nd Choice if filled 
WS #1: Building Beloved Community through Storytelling Rev. Kadia Edwards   
WS #2: Wonder Women!                     Rev. Pat Hernandez   
WS #4: The Avengers Rev. Yana Pagan   
WS #5: Planting God’s Community Tree (Art project)                 Theresa Chapman   
WS #6: Legacy Planning for Today & Tomorrow Kris Lutton   
WORKSHOP SESSION B              1:30pm-2:30pm Speaker 1st Choice 2nd Choice if filled 
WS #1: Building Beloved Community through Storytelling Rev. Kadia Edwards   
WS #3: Building “Out of the Box” Connections                              Pastor Pamela Bolton   
WS #4: The Avengers Rev. Yana Pagan   
WS #5: Planting God’s Community Tree (Art project)                 Theresa Chapman   
WORKSHOP SESSION C              2:45pm-3:45pm Speaker 1st Choice 2nd Choice if filled 
WS #2: Wonder Women!                     Rev. Pat Hernandez   
WS #3: Building “Out of the Box” Connections                              Pastor Pamela Bolton   
WS #6: Legacy Planning for Today & Tomorrow Kris Lutton   
WS #7: Make a Joyful Noise! Choir Rehearsal        (2:45-4:20pm) Mandy Simons   

 

Congratulations! You will receive a confirmation soon 

We’ll see you at the Hilton! 
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Your Name: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

HELP US BETTER SERVE YOU! 

We do our very best to make Convention Sign-up and ABWM correspondence in a format that works for 

you. But we need your help. Can you answer a few questions for us to better serve? 

1. What is the best email to reach you at to send information and updates? _____________________ 

Would you like to receive information on the following? Please X any you would like. 

(Email only) 

 _____ Regional Conferences 

 _____ A Witness (our newsletter) 

_____ General Communications about upcoming events and more 

_____ National Events and communications 

2. What is the best way to contact you? 

_____ My home phone is the best way to reach me-home phone: _______________ 

   _____ Always contact my cell phone-cell phone: _____________________________ 

   _____ I work a lot please leave a message. 

   _____ Email is best _____________________________________ 

   _____ Texting is great too!  

3. How did you hear about convention this year?  

_____ Email _____ Postal mail _____ Website 

_____ Church _____ Friend  _____ Web search 

4. Please add my email regarding… 

_____ Regional Conferences 

_____ A Witness 

 

Always remember, if you don’t use email or computers, contact your local church to see if they can 

receive news and updates to share. 

Thank you so much for your time!   

We’ll see you at Convention 2023! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

American Baptist Churches of 
NYS 
ABWM-NYS Convention 2023 
Attn: ABWM-NYS 
3218 James Street 
Syracuse, NY 13206 
 

  


