
 
 
ABWM of NYS is blessed to participate in the second 
year of this important initiative.  Our goal is to raise 
$14,000 for this national project. 
 
 
 
Let us pray along with our national and regional 
ABWM leaders for God’s guidance in this endeavor, 
that we may see the many ways in which the 
strengths of AB Women’s Ministries may be leveraged 
on behalf of all women and girls; that our eyes may 
be opened to areas that need greater attention; and 
that God’s hand may rest upon this process. 
 
 
For more information please contact: 
 

Coordinator of Mission and Service ABWMNYS 
 

M. Joanne Strauss 
21 Fairview Avenue  Apt. 720 
Tuckahoe, NY 10707 
 

Cell phone: 917-669-8251 
 

Email: mjstrauss21@gmail.com 
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American Baptist Churches USA is a diverse group in 
its worship styles, cultural mores, and approaches to 
scriptural tradition. We also believe that unity in 
Christ involves growth and understanding and, that 
as American Baptists, we have been led by the 
Gospel to be Christ’s witnesses for justice and 
wholeness in a broken society. 
 
The national leaders of American Baptist Women’s 
Ministries desire to be more effective by creating new 
methods to reach out, engage, and communicate 
with our diverse constituency. They understand that 
diversity encompasses theology, socio-economics, 
denomination, race, age, culture, language, ethnicity, 
and national origin. Our leadership is engaged in a 
process of exploring options for being more inclusive 
in our AB Women’s Ministries participation and 
leadership at all levels. 
 
Over the next three years, AB Women’s Ministries is 
working with the Rev. Dr. Trinette McCray to engage 
in “Living out Our Cultural Reality into God’s 
Intentional Desire”, a long-range approach 
designed to 
 

1) articulate the biblical and theological foundation 
for living into God’s intentional desire for diversity in 
human enterprise  
2) identify the current diversity capabilities and 
cultural perceptions in the AB Women’s Ministries 
community 
3) provide for the development of leader and member 
training, as well as resources which will result in, 
4) developing the craft of making quality decisions 
amid differences, similarities, and tensions using a 

model based on Strategic Diversity Management 
(SDM).  
 

 
 

Rev. Dr. Trinette McCray 
 

2014-2015, the first year of this three-year project, 
included an “audit” of current understandings and 
perceptions around the impact, potential, and 
promise of engaging in this cultural reality. This audit 
involved phone and email surveys of hundreds of 
American Baptist women encompassing our diversity. 
The audit will help guide future decisions and 
planning to reach the goals of “Living out Our Cultural 
Reality into God’s Intentional Desire.”  
 
Over the three years of this experience, more 
information and resulting resources will appear on 
our national website and in Leader’s Reader, and will 
inform our national board meetings and events. 
 


