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We recently held our Fall Board 

Meeting of AM Women’s Ministries of 

New York State. As always, it was a 

wonderful time of fellowship and 

renewal along with the “business” of 

our ministries. We have continued on 

a journey began last fall with our 

Board retreat with Rev. Sandra 

Hasenauer.   

Friday evening of our Board 

meeting was spent working in small 

groups considering how we can care 

for our ministry, the ABW Ministries of 

New York State. We also spent time 

considering and making some 

recommendations on how we can 

look different regarding our Board 

and it’s configuration. These are 

challenging and yet exciting times. At 

the meeting, in my President’s report, I 

shared some of my learnings gleaned 

from the National Board meeting this 

past June.  

The scripture from Jeremiah 29:11 

continues to bring me comfort and 

hope in our journey:   “For I know the 

plans I have for you, declares the 

LORD, "plans to prosper you and not 

to harm you, plans to give you hope 

and a future.”.  

I shared information on our new 

National President: Rev. Angel 

Sullivan. She currently lives in Florida, 

but has roots in NYS, Rochester – 

Genesee Region, and Colgate 

Rochester Divinity School. She is a 

delightful younger woman with 

enthusiasm and a passion for young 

women.  Our new Eastern Section 

Geographical Coordinator is Ellen 

Teague, from Washington, DC Baptist.  

Execut ive Director,  Virginia 

Holmstrom spoke to us about our 

work on building relationships. Our 

focus should be “people not 

programs”. This resonated with me. It’s 

not about our structure, but how our 

ministries can help us build 

relationships. 

 So I ask you to think about the 

(Continued on page 2) 
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A Witness is a twice yearly publication of  

American Baptist Women of New York State  

For questions regarding this publication please contact:  

Dates to Remember 

~ Looking ahead ~ to 2016 

April 22-24  Annual Convention at Owego Treadway Inn, Owego, NY 

May 1   A Witness articles are due 

June 1   Scholarship Applications Due 

June 10-11  Central Area Conference at Delta Lake Conference Center, Rome NY 

June 30-July 3  AB GIRLS Conference at Houghton College 

October  23-24 Fall Board Meeting at Owego Treadway Inn, Owego, NY 
 

Do you have dates for us to all remember?   

Please make sure to email the editor at nysabwministries@gmail.com so they can be added to both the 

website and the next issue of A Witness! 

change in mission.  

AB Women’s Ministries is a 

Christ-centered ministry with a 

commitment to encourage and 

empower women and girls to 

serve God. 

This is our mission. This is who 

we are. Can you “See…” it? 

Laura  

relationships that you have with 

other women.  

Who have been your mentors? 

Who are those saints who have 

gone on before and are now the 

“great cloud of witnesses” 

cheering us on?   

Now, consider who in your life 

you would like to build 

(Continued from page 1) relationships with. It might be a 

co-worker or a neighbor. It might 

be someone in your community 

who needs a friend.  

There is much for us to ponder 

as we seek to re-discover our 

vision and who we are as 

American Baptist Women. We 

voted at the board meeting to 

update our mission to again align 

with National ABW Ministries 
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From our 2012-2015 Secretary 

Secretary:  Brenda Caine  ….. Email: bcaine29@yahoo.com  ….. Phone:  585-232-6787 

trips…5 in the Unites States, 4 

Trips to the Dominican Republic 

(building a high school), twice to 

Haiti building rubble homes and 

in December 2013 she went on 

the ABWM Mission Encounter trip 

to Myanmar  and Thailand. 

Lorraine is excited to serve as the 

secretary for ABW/NYS as she 

continues to follow God’s lead in 

her life. 

Sister in Christ, Brenda  

To God be the glory…I thank 

you all for the opportunity of the 

past three years of having served 

as the secretary for the women of 

the ABWM…it was a pleasure, 

thank you. 

It is also my pleasure to 

introduce the new secretary for 

the ABW/NYS Executive Board. 

Lorraine Brownell is a wife of 

43 years, mother of 3 adult 

children and 3 adorable 

grandchildren. She is a long time 

member of First Baptist Church of 

Hoosick Falls where she has 

served in several capacities. She 

has also served ABW/NYS as 

Convention co-chair, Coordinator 

of Mission & Service, and is local 

president of Capital Area Baptist 

Association/ABWM. She retired in 

October 2013 as high school 

secretary at Hoosick Falls Central 

School. 

Lorraine has felt blessed to 

participate in several mission 

Secretary … SEEing with God’s eyes 

Secretary:  Lorraine Brownell …..  Email: Lbrownell6@gmail.com …..  Phone:  518-686-7737 

received is also an important task 

of the secretary, so I want to take 

this time to share those with you:  

We received a letter of thanks 

from Rev. Dr. Cheryl Dudley, 

Regional Executive Minister for 

Metro NY, for our support of their 

efforts to operate a hospital in 

northern Haiti.  This was our 

special mission project for 2014-

2 0 1 5  a n d  w e  r a i s e d 

$12,871.45.  She wrote, “Your 

contribution helps us together 

practice justice and mercy and 

affirm our belief that quality 

health care is not restricted to the 

few but is a right for all.  “Thank 

you” again for your faithfulness in 
(Continued on page 4) 

Our new theme is “SEE…” and 

as secretaries we are to be 

diligent in SEEing what needs to 

be gathered and recorded.   

Perhaps some of you are new 

a s  s e c r e t a r i e s  o f  y o u r 

group.  Sometimes it can be a 

scary task knowing that we are to 

be maintaining and managing 

the records of our group.  When 

we first seek God and through 

our daily devotions and prayers 

we can have the assurance that 

God will be leading us through 

the jobs that we face.   

As I worked on the 2015-2016 

Directory this past summer and 

fall, at times I felt was it never 

going to get done….but God 

blesses us in such wonderful 

ways.  Then not being sure 

where or how I was going to get 

the booklet printed, again God 

provided a way that I could not 

have imagined just a few weeks 

before and the cost was 

minimal.   

One of our jobs is to keep up to 

date on all or our officers, board 

members, Association Presidents 

and Honorary Board Members 

mailing addresses, phone 

numbers and email addresses, 

but things do change so I am 

asking that you please keep me 

informed of this pertinent 

information.  

Shar ing correspondence 
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our ABWM/NYS.  

Our theme “SEE…” will give us 

the opportunity to spend two 

years focusing upon how we are 

SEEN by God, how we SEE God, 

and how we are called to SEE the 

world through God’s eyes.  May 

we all be willing to SEE with new 

eyes, to SEE clearly and SEE just 

what God has called us to do!  

  

stewardship that will make a 

difference in the lives of our 

sisters and brothers in Haiti.”  

We received notice of two 

deaths: Margaret Lange, former 

honorary board member, and Jan 

Dewitt ,  former key note 

speaker.  Our thoughts go out to 

these families.  

(Continued from page 3) I had the joy of corresponding 

and hearing back from some of 

our honorary board members or 

former presidents.  These 

included notes from Minnie 

Beguin (now 95 and residing in 

Plattsburgh, NY), Luann Ketcham 

(NH), Sarah Hicks (GA), Gladys 

Herrick (PA), Gail Carlsen (NY & 

FL), Pearl Cunningham (NY), and 

Ruth Polgreen (FL).  They all 

spoke highly of their memories of 

AB GIRLS:   And so… it happened 

AB GIRLS Chair:  Claudia Little ….. Email:  clittle1@roadrunner.com  ….. Phone: 585-968-3061  

I remind everyone that AB Girls 

is a branch of the ABWM…not a 

separate identity, or a part of the 

NYS youth program.  

It is a part of US.  Hence, its’ 

success or failure is upon us. the 
(Continued on page 5) 

When I agreed to take this 

position again, after a 20-year 

break, I admit that I thought 

maybe I had been seized by a 

mental disease and lost all 

common sense.  

Doing this and working with 

teen age girls at age 35 was a 

challenge, doing it at age 65 was 

going to require a miracle. And 

so… it happened. 

I have spent the last year 

emailing, promoting, visiting 

associations, calling and begging 

for participation in our AB Girls 

program.  

Convention Committee 

Co-Chair:  Claudia Little  …..  Email:  clittle1@roadrummer.com  Phone: 585-968-3061 

Co-Chair:   Pat Robinson …..  Email:  jrobinson91@stny.rr.com …..  Phone: 607-859-2923 

with the women. 

The committee requests that 

you spread the word in your local 

church and your association. 

Registrations will be going out in 

January, so that should allow 

plenty of time to make your plans, 

raise your funds and pack your 

bags! 

See you there! 

T h e  2 1 0 6  c o n v e n t i o n 

committee has already been hard 

at work. The theme of the 

convention will be “Come and 

SEE….”. The dates are April 22, 23 

& 24, 2016. We’ll be meeting at 

the Owego Treadway Inn and 

Conference Center. 

Plans are underway for many 

new workshops (plus the ability 

to choose from at least 10 

different ones), plus some other 

new and exciting activities, 

excellent speakers and of course 

the opportunity for fellowship 

with your sisters across New York 

State. 

We are welcoming and 

encouraging AB Girls (8-18) to 

attend. A special program is 

being put into place for them, 

plus time for them to interact 
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days off to attend conference or 

paying for them to attend the 

annual conference. As supporters 

of ABWM and AB Girls (again, 

remember – we’re all one group), 

why not help them financially, 

spiritually and emotionally? 

 

If it were not for my mom, the 

women of my church and some 

women who are in this room 

from ABWM of NYS I would not 

have been able to lead and touch 

the lives of so many girls in years 

past. I was so fortunate to have 

these women then, and some of 

them now.  

Please consider being one of 

those women for someone in 

your church. With your support, 

the future of our churches may 

look a little brighter. 

 

On a very pleasant note. The 

AB Girls convention was a huge 

success this year. We met in July 

on the Houghton campus. A total 

of 31 girls and 8 adults gathered 

for 3 days of fun, faith and 

fellowship.  

I have never been so proud as I 

was of the 2015 commission as 

they led this group. They came 

together ready to work and lead 

….and they did. Keep in mind that 

the age range is now age 8-18 – 

a small challenge in itself, but we 

did it!              

 I’m pleased to announce that 

again this year, we were 

(Continued on page 6) 

women of ABW of New York 

State.   

I’d like to think that there are a 

few more people aware of our 

needs. I KNOW there are some 

girls out there who WANT to a 

part of it and I PRAY that many of 

you may find it in your hearts to 

become a part, support a part, or 

share the word. 

As I traveled and talked, I 

learned and I’d like to share some 

of that knowledge. 

1. Girls are different that they 

used to be 

2. Girls are busier than they 

used to be. 

3. The number of girls in our 

churches is declining 

4. The money to fund these girls 

is tough to find 

5. It’s really hard to find 

someone to lead a girls group 

– even if you have a few 

 

I also want to share some other 

knowledge 

1.  Girls may be different than 

they were 20 years ago, but they 

are still fragile, insecure and 

needy especially when it comes 

to social areas. They’re vulnerable 

in a world that at times seems to 

be a wolf nipping at their heels. 

2.  Girls are very busy, but there 

are some that are being 

overlooked that are not so busy, 

and some that are busy because 

that’s better than being at home. 

(Continued from page 4) They still welcome and yearn for 

a place where they can feel safe 

and comfortable. 

3. Almost all of us are 

experiencing a decline in church 

attendance, which in turn means 

fewer girls. But you may note that 

our title is not LARGE GROUPS 

OF AB GIRLS.  If only 1 or 2 girls 

are reached… this is what God 

has asked us to do. Set your 

expectations at a reasonable 

level. An afternoon baking 

cookies, shopping, doing a craft, 

or just talking counts as an AB 

Girls gathering. We don’t base 

our success on numbers; we base 

our successes on our faith and 

our ability to share it. 

4.  Times are tough, money is 

tight…but if you look at your 

church, and your own personal 

finances.is there not something 

else that could be cut back a 

little?  Have you looked at your 

congregation? Is there possibly 

someone who would love to help 

touch these young lives? 

5.   Women are busy too these 

days. Asking someone to donate 

several hours a week or month to 

AB Girls is asking a lot. But what 

about asking 4 women to devote 

an hour a week.   That mom with 

little ones really can’t pay a sitter 

while she meets with a group – 

but what if someone offered 

some free babysitting?  

Many, many young women 

that I have talked to, want to do 

more, but their finances won’t 

allow for trips, meetings, taking 
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Resources & Exhibits 

Chair:  Lori Little  …..  Email: lori.e.little@gmail.com …..  Phone: 585-968-3061 

exhibits to have on display during 

our convention – books, radio 

stations, kids’ groups/activities, 

colleges – anything you think our 

ladies might enjoy learning more 

about. If you have something in 

mind, please forward contact 

information to me and we will 

see what we can do.  

I do hope to hear from our 

ladies to see what you would like 

to have available in April! 

Respectfully Submitted, 

L o r i  L i t t l e 

l o r i . e . l i t t l e @ g m a i l . c o m 

585-307-7064 

I am very excited to help serve 

our ladies in these upcoming 

years! I have a lot of “out of the 

box” ideas that I cannot wait to 

share! 

The Life Resources Christian 

Bookstore has agreed to join us 

for the 2016 Convention in 

Owego. Ron has faithfully served 

us for many years and has since 

retired. His son Eric has taken 

over the business and is eager to 

join us in April. Please welcome 

him with open arms!  

As always, there will be ABWM 

materials available for sale at the 

convention bookstore. If you 

have a larger order, please feel 

free to contact me ahead of time 

and I can provide you with direct 

ordering information.  

Additionally, we will be asking 

that each exhibit booth to be 

manned from 2:30 – 3:00pm on 

the Saturday of our convention. 

This will be a guaranteed time for 

our ladies to be able to ask 

questions and get materials from 

the exhibits on display. 

Now, I am hoping that you 

ladies can help me. I am looking 

for your suggestions and ideas for 

Thank you for giving me the 

opportunity to re-visit this 

position and to get to know these 

young women and their leaders.   

I recently read an inscription in 

a book presented to me by the 

commission of 1995. One of the 

girls wrote “Thank you for this 

experience. You have supported, 

encouraged and guided me 

through a time I will never forget. 

This will always hold a special 

part in my heart”  

This is what we need to offer to 

our girls. They so deserve it and 

their experiences now will mold 

our churches of tomorrow. 

Claudia Little,  

NYS Chm of AB Girls 

financially independent, paid all 

our own bills and are financially 

sound to plan next year’s event.   

The dates for next year are 

June 30 –July 3rd, at the 

Houghton College location.  I’m 

so happy that we could obtain 

these dates; hoping to not be in 

competition with camps, summer 

schools and summer employment 

– yet everyone gets home for the 

4th of July.   

Pastor Sherrie Alderman will be 

our spiritual leader. She is from 

Niagara Falls and is a great, high-

energy woman who I know will 

be able to relate to and interact 

(Continued from page 5) with these young women. 

I am hoping that there will be a 

good AB Girls presence at our 

annual conference.  

We are planning a separate 

agenda for them during some 

portions of the weekend and I 

know that you will enjoy their life 

and energy as we meet together.  

Please spread the word to your 

church, your women’s groups 

and your youth groups…. all girls 

ages 8-18 are welcome.  We do 

ask that for every 4 girls 

attending, an adult from that 

church will accompany them.  

NOW is the time to start your 

fund raising for girls and women 

to attend Owego in April. 
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Thank you for the Haitian Hospital Project 

Treasurer:  Colleen Charsky   Email:  colleen.charsky@gmail.com  Phone: 315-298-5268 

We received a thank you note from the American Baptist Churches of Metropolitan New York for our 

joining them and the Haitian Baptist Convention in the efforts to operate a hospital in northern Haiti.  

Below is an excerpt of that letter…   

We recently  received  a check for $12,871.45 from the collective efforts  of American  Baptist 

Women's  Ministries  throughout the  state  of New York, including  those  in our  ABC Metro New 

York Region!  Wow! 

We are extremely grateful  for your  persistence in fulfilling this commitment to support the 

Haitian  Hospital -which has been, as you know, a key mission  project  of ABC Metro New York.  

Much work  has  already happened there  and  much  work  will continue there  for those who 

are most  vulnerable and often in deep  need of medical services. Their wellbeing is more  secure  

now  through your  efforts.  Thank  you so much! I hope  to visit  the  Haitian Hospital in  the 12  

months  to come and perhaps representative(s) from the ABWM can join me? 

I  am deeply  grateful,  not only for this gift in mission,  but am encouraged by the way that 

women  throughout the  state   have  come  together to  support this  need.  Your successful ability  

to  work  together across  what  could  be  perceived   as  impermeable regional  lines examples  the 

best hope of cooperation and grace. 

Your contribution helps  us together practice  justice and  mercy  and  affirm  our  belief that 

quality  health  care  is not  restricted to the few but is a right for all.  "Thank  you" again for your  

faithfulness in stewardship that  will make a difference in the lives of our sisters and brothers in Haiti. 

Faithfully yours, 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Cheryl F. Dudley 

Regional Executive Minister 

 



 

NYS Finances as of 

10/31/15 

Fund Balance 

NYS General 8,363.52 

NYS Scholarship 3,525.73 

NYS AB GIRLS 1309.60 

NYS Leadership 1047.84 

Received to forward to 

National Ministries 

10/31/15 

Fund Total 

Love Gift 2,463.03 

National 1,423.30 

Women & GIRLS 

Mission Fund 

30.00 

National AB GIRLS 65.00 

National Leadership 

Development 

15.00 

Refit 345.00 
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Treasurer 

Treasurer:  Colleen Charsky   Email:  colleen.charsky@gmail.com  Phone: 315-298-5268 

then to Do! 

To date (October 31, 2015), 

these are the balances of the NYS 

funds:  

We have received the following  

As I was thinking about our 

new theme "See...", one of my 

favorite songs came to mind.  The 

chorus and bridge of Brandon 

Heath's "Give Me Your Eyes" goes 

like this: 

I would encourage you to read 

t h e  e n t i r e  l y r i c s  a t  

http://bit.ly/1MjathU 

 or watch the video at  

http://bit.ly/1MOqM7N 

This song was released in 2008 

and received the Dove Song of 

the Year in 2009.  This song 

captures the essence of what our 

theme "See.." is all about.  

How much of Jesus' ministry 

started by the passage "Jesus 

saw..."  Jesus first had to "see" the 

sick, hungry, and brokenhearted 

before he could heal, feed, or 

teach.  

Brandon Heath's song is really 

a prayer where he is asking the 

Lord for Jesus' eyes first to see the 

needs of people, then for His love 

to have compassion on them, 

and finally Jesus' arms (hands) to 

actually reach out and physically 

help the broken hearted.   

Secondly, it is a challenge for us 

to also do the same. 

In one of our theme scriptures 

Luke 10:27b, Jesus tells us to 

"Love your neighbor as yourself".  

As that passage continues, He 

teaches us that our neighbors are 

anyone who needs help and 

especially those who are not in a 

position to help themselves.   

So as we go about our lives, let 

us remember that Jesus placed us 

where we should be at that exact 

moment so that we "see"  what 

He wants us to see and then 

respond as He would.  This is the 

sole reason we exist as ABW 

women and the reason we 

support the work of ABW 

Ministries in NYS and nationally.  

God calls us not only to See but 

To date we have received  

Give me your eyes for just one 

second  

Give me your eyes so I can see  

Everything that I keep missing  

Give me your love for 

humanity  

Give me your arms for the 

broken hearted  

The ones that are far beyond 

my reach  

Give me your heart for the ones 

forgotten  

Give me your eyes so I can see 

A couple of million eyes  

Just move and pass me by  

I swear I never thought that I 

was wrong  

I need a second glance  

Give me a second chance  

To see the way you've seen the 

people all along 



 

ABWM Scholarship  

Scholarship Chair:  Jackie Lottermoser  Email:  choralmom@verizon.net        Phone: 315-363-1224  

in the dark about their 

Scholarship Girls, I asked Becky if 

she would place an offer on the 

website that I was willing to send 

or Email all the information that I 

had from the applications on 

each girl, hoping the Pen Sketch 

would come soon and I promised 

to forward them ASAP.  I had 3 

associations, Cayuga - Onondaga, 

Mohawk – Oneida, and Oswego, 

take me up on my offer.  

When talking with one of the 

girls about her Pen Sketch, she 

informed me that she would be 

completing a one year program 

at Erie Community College in 

December.  One half of her 

award will be sent to Erie. The 

other half will be saved towards 

next year’s scholarships 

The high light of this year is the 

thank you notes the girls sent 

(Continued on page 10) 

As if this date we have 12 

Scholarship Girls that will be 

attending Community Colleges, 

Colleges, and Universities in NY. 

State, Vermont, Ohio, and 

Pennsylvania, and have awarded 

scholarships in the amount of 

$4,010.  Each award will be sent 

to the schools in 2 installments, 

the 1st in October, and the 2nd in 

March. 

This has been an interesting 

year….. By June 1st we had 14 

applications, but after we had 

sent award letters, I was notified 

by 2 girls that they would not 

need the scholarships.  One girl 

who had sent her application by 

March 1st, misunderstood when 

the award would be sent, and 

she was hoping to get the funds 

for the rest of that semester, 

b e cau se  sh e  w ou ld  be 

graduating in June….  The second 

girl decided she would work for a 

year and then start school, and 

asked if she could send another 

application next year….I told her 

of course, we would be happy to 

hear from her…. 

The Committee decided that 

we would use the funds from 

their awards, to increase the 

awards of the other 12 girls.  A 

letter was sent to each girl 

informing them of the increase, 

and I actually received a note 

from one of the girls thanking me 

for the increase !!!! 

I have had problems with 

receiving 3 Pen Sketches.  I have 

made many calls to girls and 

parents.  I had to resend 2 Pen 

Sketches. And I was still missing 

1…. A friend of the family brought 

the last Pen Sketch and the 

picture for me to place in my 

display at Owego.    

S o  t h a t  t h e  a f f e c t e d 

associations would not be totally 

  Editors addition:   

At the Fall Board Meeting it 

was also voted on to discontinue 

the $5 amount for the paper 

subscriptions for A Witness.   

If you would wish to donate to 

this ministry of both the paper 

copy and the electronic copies 

please send monies to be added 

to the General Fund to cover 

these expenses.   

Received toward 

Special Project 1/30/15 

Project Total 

Cultural Reality  

Initiative 

1,167.50  

Please Remember  

Our Goal is 14,000.00 
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imagine. 

  We may not grant large 

monetary awards, but the girls 

really look forward to hearing 

from you, and knowing that you 

are praying for them. 

In His Service,   

Jack ie  Lot termoser   -  

Scholarship Chairman  

thanking us for their scholarships.   

I had some on my display at the 

Fall Board Meeting.  I hope you 

will take time to read them. 

(Editors note:  We hope to 

include excerpts of some of these 

thank you notes on our website 

to share with all of our women, 

(Continued from page 9) and they will likely be part of 

Jackie’s display in April.) 

Being active in the lives of your 

scholarship girls  can be 

rewarding and fun.  Your prayers, 

encouraging notes and cards and 

occasional “Goodie Boxes” or gift 

cards, especially on holidays, 

birthdays, and during exams, are 

appreciated more than you can 

Arrangements 

Chair:  Marian Clark    Email:  glcmlc@aol.com   Phone: 585-973-7169 

We are still considering sites for 

our 2017 Convention Place.  We 

met yesterday and discussed 3 

different proposals for sites for 

2017 and 2018.  There are two 

new facilities being built in Lake 

George and Watertown areas 

that are to  be completed in 2017.  

We will request information from 

these sites. 

Stayed tuned :)  

Marian Clark , Audrey Davidson 

The Arrangements Committee 

has requested ideas, suggestions 

and proposals from our future 

Convention Areas.  We are 

returning to Owego Treadway 

Conference Center for our 

Convention in April of 2016.  Our 

Semi-Annual Board  Meeting will 

be held October 28-29, 2016 

here at the Owego Treadway.  

PLEASE mark your calendars 

NOW so you can plan to attend 

and have information for the 

reservation forms when you 

receive them next Sept.  The 

Hotel always has a Deadline set 

in our contract for their 

protection, as well as ours.  This 

year on our deadline date we 

had only received 9.  Calls and E-

mails were sent reminding our 

w o m e n  t o  m a k e  t h e i r 

arrangements if they were going 

to attend.   

Snacks were provided by our 

committee, thank you. 

Joshua, Gideon, David, Paul, the 

Disciples and all the many others 

who heard our Lord’s words of 

Comfort:  “Fear not”.  So, I 

thought ... how could I do less, 

and agreed to accept.   

But ... little do we know what 
(Continued on page 12) 

It’s was with a mixed bag of 

emotions that I accepted the 

position of ABWM/NYS Love Gift 

Coordinator this past Spring at 

our annual convention.  Just like 

most all women, I wondered if I 

would have the time and energy 

to devote to a new commitment.   

As I prayed about this being in 

God’s will for me, I knew He 

would give me all the strength I 

needed and that He would never 

leave me alone.  I found rest in 

the many times we’re told in the 

Bible not to fear, but instead to 

know that our Lord is with us.  I 

remembered Abraham, Moses, 

Love Gift 

Love Gift Chairwoman:  Penny Amo … Email: pamo@twcny.rr.com …  Phone: 315-267-2305 
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Conferences 

Conference Chairwoman:  Ruth Wilder 10800 Hunts Corners Rd., Clarence, NY 14031   Phone: 716– 741-2905 

Myers was chair.  Next years 

conference will be June 10th and 

11th.   

The Eastern Conference was 

held on September 17-19th at 

Christ the King in Greenwich, NY.  

Judith Pratt was chair.  The theme 

was “SEE” What God’s plan is for 

us as Christian women.  The 

keynote speaker was Dr. Penny 

Clawson.   

There  were four conferences 

this year.  The first one was held 

on June 5th and 6th at 

Houghton College.  Claudia and 

Lori Little were co-chairs.  The 

theme was “Help” my purse is too 

heavy.  Shari Alderman was the  

spiritual  leader.  There were 

many workshops to choose from.  

As of now we do not have 

anyone to chair next year.   

The South East New York 

conference was held on June 6th 

at Calvary Baptist Church in 

Jamaica, NY.  Valerie Addo was 

chair.   

Delta Lake conference was 

held on June 12th and 13th.  The 

theme was “A Time for Grace and 

Mercy”.  The bible study leader 

was Rev. Barrie-Lyn Foster.  There 

were workshops as well.  There 

were 51 in attendance.  Five AB 

GIRLS and 15 first timers.  Denise 

Mark your calendars and start the fund raisers NOW! 

You won’t want to miss this one:  New large selection of terrific workshops,  “taste 

and see” on Friday night, great speakers, music and fellowship.  

AB Girls are welcome and encouraged to attend! There will be special activities for 

the girls, plus plenty of time for interaction with their elder partners. Girls ages 8-18, 

accompanied by an adult (minimum of 1 adult per 4 girls) are welcome. 

All convention information will be mailed out in January this year and will also be 

available on the website. 

If you have not received your information by mid February, please contact Claudia 

Little at clittle1@roadrunner.com (585-968-3061) or Pat Robinson at 

jrobinson91@stny.rr.com (607-859-2923). 

Save the Date 

Come and SEE... 

ABWM of NYS  

Annual Convention 
April 22-24, 2016 

Owego Treadway Inn 

and Conference 

Center, Owego, NY 



 

Please check out the webpage — currently undergoing some changes and updates! 

www.abwm-nys.org  

and connect with us on Facebook at  

www.facebook.com/nysabwministries 

Our Website & Facebook Page 
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God and the Power of His Holy 

Spirit to see me through (I’m also 

so very thankful for the 

technology of phones and 

computers  to keep me 

connected!).   

ABWM is forever in my heart 

and my sisters in Christ are always 

in my prayers.  God is so good – 

continually surrounding us with 

His blessings.  I encourage you to 

always be looking for those 

blessings – especially the small 

ones; they seem to be the ones 

that really matter!  And as you 

find those blessings, daily express 

your gratitude to our faithful 

God.   

And then in response to your 

gratitude, generously give to 

Love Gift...what a perfect way to 

bless others!       

the Lord has in store for us!   

Within a few months of the 

convention I was blessed with my 

ninth grandchild – a beautiful 

sweet baby girl!  It wasn’t long 

after her birth, God revealed 

another amazing adventure for 

me.   

As a way to help her parents 

through her first year, I’ll be 

taking care of little Lucy Emma 

while mom and dad work.  Now 

we all know many women who 

take care of grandchildren and 

how wonderful it is, but for me, 

there’s just a little problem ... little 

Lucy Emma lives nearly 700 miles 

and 4 states away!    

As I’m writing this article for the 

upcoming issue of “A Witness”, 

(Continued from page 10) I’m also in the midst of packing.  

Soon I’ll be traveling to North 

Carolina where I’ll live with my 

son, my daughter-in-law, Lucy, 

her big brother and her big sister 

for the next eight months.   

There was a short time where I 

found myself fretting about being 

able to take care of Love Gift 

responsibilities while being so far 

away, but God’s reassuring 

words:  “Fear not”, kept coming 

back to me.  I also realized that 

He has surrounded me with an 

amazing group of women 

through ABWM who offer 

support and encouragement.   

I’m really looking forward to 

the months ahead and being 

able to fulfill my responsibilities in 

spite of being in North Carolina 

and as never before, I’ll rely on 



 

Nominating 

Nominating Committee Chair:   Janice Turner ….. Email:  janless51@hotmail.com ….. Phone:  315-446-4523 

 There is no article for this press time.  Look in the next issue!  

There is no article for this press time.  Look in the next issue!  

Personal Development Ministries 

Coord. of Personal Development: Lecia Rodriguez  … Email: wrod318@hotmail.com … Phone:  315-363-6845  
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God’s Call to Service:  Mission & Service Ministries 

Coord. of Mission & Service Ministries:  M. Joanne Strauss  …Email: mjstrauss21@gmail.com  Phone: 917-669-8251 

There is no article for this press time.  Look in the next issue!  

Church & Community Ministries 

Church & Community Chair:  Susan Schafer ….. Email: sscha11708@aol.com ….. Phone: 716-791-3364 

 There is no article for this press time.  Look in the next issue!  

White Cross 

Chair:  Penney Greene    401 4th Ave. Olean, NY 14760  Phone:  716-307-1621 

 There is no article for this press time.  Look in the next issue!  
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From the Editor 

I was thinking later that night 

how many young women in my 

position with young children, 

want to but just haven’t been 

able to attend a local meeting?  I 

challenge you to : 

See… Who?  Who can you 

invite? 

See… What? What might be an 

obstacle to them attending? 

See… How?  How can you help 

them get there?  Perhaps it is 

showing up at the house to get 

everyone out the 

door on time.  

That helped us! 

Isn’t the quest of life, that 

elusive question we find 

ourselves asking, what is it we are 

supposed to be doing with our 

lives?  What does God want us to 

be doing?  This year’s theme we 

are exploring those questions…  

As I raise four girls  and have 

been charged also with their 

education I struggle with this 

right here at home.  What should 

we be learning about right now?  

How should we be learning it? 

Who should I be leaning on for 

help in this process?  The answer 

to the last is always I should be 

leaning on God.  But some days 

its too easy to think that I’m on 

my own and need to do things 

under my own power.  Usually 

that is when something happens.  

Like this summer when I had 

unexpected triple hernia repair 

surgery and ended up spending 

my summer recovering instead of 

tackling the million plus items on 

our to-do list for the summer.   

Just recently I made it to an 

actual honest to goodness ABW 

meeting locally.  Many things 

seem to conspire against me 

making it in previous months.   

I was struck by how welcoming 

the women were, despite 

bringing my crew with me.  They 

welcomed us with open arms.   

A Witness Editor:  Rebecca Walters  Phone: 315-265-5309  Email:  ontiptoe02@gmail.com 


