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A couple of small events during the
last few weeks seem to have made a
real impact on my thinking.

defeated, I can honestly say I don’t
always head first to Scripture. I try to
fix it myself.

Let me start by saying I’m not much
of a “morning person”. I admire those
who get up bright and early and
spend quality time with God.

The other event that happened was
at a meeting with the Leadership
Development Committee when my
thought process kicked in and I said,
“we are supposed to be reaching
women and girls for Christ”.

It doesn’t matter how well
intentioned I am I just can’t seem to
accomplish that goal. The best I have
accomplished is to read my devotional
thought in my little pamphlet I have
subscribed to. I manage to work this
reading into my morning routine most
mornings.
At the end of each
devotion is a FAITH STEP:
The FAITH STEP is a simple
suggestion of encouragement. One
morning I read: If there’s an area of
your life where you feel defeated,
check your arsenal.
Your most
effective weapon is the one Jesus
used – Scripture.
When I’m in any kind of bad place,
whether I’m feeling troubled or

Many of you reading this may be
thinking, “DUH!” But admit it,
sometimes the obvious just isn’t and
it’s like one of those “AHA” moments
when it all suddenly becomes as clear
as day.
When I put all of this together, I
went to Scripture. Pretty amazing,
isn’t it? Or are you again thinking,
“DUH!”? Well I can’t say that I can
blame you for that.
I’ve been increasing concerned
about our ministry to women. For
more years than I care to count we
have been lamenting about the lack
(Continued on page 2)
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produce the results we would like
to see.

(Continued from page 1)

of interest in the ministry by
younger women.
Everything that we come up
with, that we believe is what God
wants us to do, seems to not

In spite of all of our efforts,
women’s groups in the local
churches are dissolving and that
directly affects the work of the
associations and of the statewide

ministry.
I found these words of
encouragement from Paul, in his
Second letter to the Corinthians::
(see box on page 3)
(Continued on page 3)

Dates to Remember
May 28

Central Area Conference Registrations Due **

May 31

Western Area Conference Registrations Due **

June 1

Scholarship Applications Due **

June 8-9

Western Area Conference at Houghton, NY

June 8-9

Central Area Conference at Delta Lake Conference Center, Rome NY

June 16

AB GIRLS Conference Registrations Due **

July 1

GIRLS Retreat Conference Registrations Due **

July 1-4

AB GIRLS Conference Spruce Lake Retreat Center, Canadensis, PA

July 19-22

National Event for Women and Girls at Elgin, Illinois

July 22-27

GIRLS Retreat at Pathfinder Lodge

September 14-16

Eastern Area Conference at Christ the King Spiritual Life Center in Greenwich, NY

September 16

AB Women’s Sunday

September 28-30

National Event Wellness Retreat, at Exeter, Rhode Island

September 28-30

ABC/NYS Biennial

October 26-27

Fall Board Meeting , Ramada Inn, Cortland, NY

October 31

Fall Witness Articles Due

April 27-29, 2019

NYS 70th Annual Convention at Doubletree Hotel in Binghamton, NY

A Witness

** See website for
more information
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From the second letter to the Corinthians, Chapter 4:1-9, 16-17 (NIV):
“Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. Rather, we
have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God.
On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we comment ourselves to every woman’s conscience *
in the sight of God. The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For we do not preach ourselves, but
Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out
of darkness,” made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Christ.
But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not
from us. We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted,
but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.
Therefore, we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being
renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far
outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”

(Continued from page 2)

* (Note: The change from
man’s conscience to woman’s
conscience in verse 2 was my
editorializing.)
I am confident that God has a
plan for His ministry to women in
New York State. Every year our
number of attendees to
convention decrease and this
past convention was not as well
attended as we would have like
to see.
What we lack in quantity of we
gained in quality of inspired
teaching, relation building
opportunity with those who were
able to attend. And we were
blessed by the opportunity to
meet our new Executive Director
of American Baptist Women’s
Ministries, Rev. Gina Jacobs-Strain.

I pray that many of you were able
to tune into the webcast when
she shared her vision for the
ministry we share. (The link in this
article will be on the website if
you missed it.)
Now that I have acknowledged
my concerns, I want to share
what we are doing to continue to
“reach women and girls for
Christ”.
We have contracted with Vick
and Pathfinder Camping and
Conferences of NYS to offer a
retreat opportunity to girls grades
5-12 at Pathfinder Lodge, July 2227, 2018. This GIRLS retreat is an
effort to introduce upstate girls to
the AB GIRLS conference. It will
be a separate event from the
conference but using the same

basic program that is designed by
the Commish,
with a few
additional adjustments needed to
fill the week with activities for the
girls attending.
(In case you were not aware
the Commish is made up of girls
elected by their peers to plan the
conference.)
The AB GIRLS conference has
been struggling to reach girls,
especially upstate girls, for too
long. We are hopeful that this
effort will entice girls to think
about attending AB GIRLS
conference.
Let me stress that this is an
experiment and we will be
analyzing it to decide on the
success. We don’t want our girl’s
conference to die out; they are
the future.
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We need volunteers to mentor/
counsel the girls. Our hope is to
attract at least 20 girls to the
retreat and we will need 1
mentor for every 4 girls. We also
need a nurse and a pastor.
Please pray about this and how
you can be of assistance. The
success of this experiment is up to
each one of us “UPSTATE”

A Witness
women and girls.
In addition, the Leadership
Development Committee is
working on the development of a
ONE DAY retreat to give women
the opportunity to share some
spiritual food with their peers.
We would love to come to your
church or your association to
encourage these women who
are increasingly too busy to take
a weekend off from their

Spring Issue
responsibilities to share with
other women their need for
spiritual growth.
Please pray for the committee
as they work on this and for the
women of your church and
association who could benefit
from the effort.
In Christ’s Service, Lillian

Secretary
Secretary: Lorraine Brownell …..

Introducing our new Secretary:
Laura Palada, P.O. Box 216,
Gilbertsville, NY
13776
lpalada@frontiernet.net
Here we are at the close of
another year of our ABW
Ministries and the beginning of a
new year. This ends my term as
ABWM/NYS Secretary and I thank
each one of you for your faithful
devotion to your task at your
Association and local levels.
Each of us have important jobs
to do no matter the size of that
job. I’ve enjoyed corresponding
with so many of you through
these three years. You have all
been a blessing to me and I know
you are to those around you.
I’d now like to introduce you
to our new secretary – new in
this job but not new to us. Laura
Palada has accepted this new
task and I know she will do a

Email: Lbrownell6@gmail.com …..

great job fulfilling this position.
Laura is a past president of our
ABWM/NYS, 2013 - 2016. Married
to an American Baptist pastor,
Rev. Randy Palada for almost 27
years and he is recently retired
after 30 years of full time pastoral
ministry. Laura is an RN, currently
the Director of Quality and
Patient Safety for a rural
community hospital. They have
two daughters - Khaya, who is
completing her Master's Degree
in May and Elaina, who is a
sophomore at Syracuse
University. They also have 3 cats
and 2 horses.
She loves to sing and play
piano (as well as playing the
guitar), she enjoys reading,
crocheting and swimming. She
shares that she loves being an
American Baptist woman and
meeting new women from all
over. She is looking forward to

Phone: 518-686-7737

being secretary and connecting
with our AB women this role. On
the lighter side I will add that her
favorite color is green and she
loves all things chocolate.
Welcome to this new position,
Laura!
Lastly and very importantly –
Laura will be awaiting hearing
from each association for contact
people for the statewide
directory. If your association did
not get a form at the convention,
just send Laura (either by mail or
email) all of the following
information. She will need this
info by June 30th.
1. Y o u r o f f i c e r s ( n a m e s ,
addresses, phone numbers &
email addresses).
Please
contact all of your officers and
make sure you they’ve not
moved or changed their email
(Continued on page 5)
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or phone numbers. This will
make our booklets correct
and a more useful tool.
2. The above information should
be sent to 3 of us: Lillian
Cabral, President; myself
(Lorraine), “A Witness”; and
Laura.
3. The names & city of all of the
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churches in your associations
sent to Laura as secretary.
This is most necessary for our
treasurer because sometimes
she gets checks but she does
not know which association
they are in and having this
information would clear up
any confusion. Laura will pass
this information on to Frankie
Barton, our treasurer.

4. I (Lorraine) would also like a
list of your local presidents so
that I can send them A
Witness.
I close with our scripture from
this year’s convention: “ You will

seek me and find me when you
seek me with all your heart.” ~
Jeremiah 13:29
God’s blessings on each one of
you!

Treasurer
Treasurer: Frankie Barton

Jesus said Give and it will be
given to you. Thy (the fruits of
your gifts) will pour into your lap
a good measure-pressed down,
shaken together, and running
over. For by your standard of
measure it will be measured to
you in return. Luke 6:38
Greetings to all; From October,
2017 to March 31,2018 our
National giving for ABW missions:

Email: fbarton@bn.com

Phone: 718-276-6541

From
disperse, I need to
receive it prior to 10/17-3/31/18
Love Gift
March 31st.
For our Women &
Girls Mission fund
$692.00 AB Girls
$345.00, Leadership
Development
$342.00 and Refit
$845.00.

National Support
Special Project

$ 2,378.48 .

$936.69 .

$ 2,698.00 ..

$1,209.16 . $ 1,300.00 .
$646.75 .

Silent Auction

$ 555.00 .

Scholarship
Offering

General Fund conference$646.75, Silent Auction $555.00
and from associations $2638.50
Our Scholarship offering from
the associations $2748.50. Please
continue to support the
scholarship fund. Each year the
money received by 3/31 is what
is used for that years scholarship
funds. So to have more money to
give the scholarship committee to

We will look forward to the
generous gift we received from
the dissolvent of the Hillview
Community
Church
of
$33,269.14, we will be putting
$2,000 of this line for the
Opportunity Fund line and invest
the remainder for each year.

From
Associations

$ 495.50 .

General Fund

At the fall board
meeting we had a
special offering for
Puerto Rico which
raised $623.00 and a
$100.00 offering for
the
Opportunity
fund.

$2698.00 and from conference
$936.69Love Gift- from
conference- $495.50 and from
associations $2373.48

From
Conference

$ 2,638.50 .

$ 2,748.50 .

Women & Girls
Mission Fund

$ 692.00 .

AB GIRLS

$ 345.00 .

Leadership
Development

$ 342.00 .

Refit

$ 845.00 .
Thank you and May God
continue to bless the ministry and
each one for all your support
Please continue pray for the AB
Girls as they will be doing a new
thing with Camp Pathfinder in
July. Please support them as they
(Continued on page 6)
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will have their conference in the
summer .Remember they are our
future.
Please continue to seek God’s
guidance as to where to donate
and how much to be given in the
coming year.
Donations can be directed to

A Witness
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your association Treasurer. Make
checks out to your Association.
Then your Association Treasurer
can direct financial support to me
your ABWM NY State Treasurer:
Frankie Barton, 22404 145
Avenue, Laurelton NY 11413.
Please feel free to contact me. I
can be reached by phone 718276-6541 or by email

FBarton@bn.com. Please leave all
contact information and I will
answer all questions or send
remittance forms.
Thank you and May God
continue to bless you as you are a
blessing to others.
Love and peace to all

AB GIRLS Conference
AB GIRLS Chair: Alecia Willie

G e t
e x c i t e d
f o r
NYS AB GIRLS Conference 2018
being held at Spruce Lake Retreat
in Canadensis, PA from Sunday,
July 1 - Wednesday, July 4,
2018. This year's theme is "A
New Beginning…”
Registration forms can be
downloaded from the website
www.abwm-nys.org/
conferences/
Too often we allow our past
circumstances to determine our
future outcome. The only power
our past has over our future is the
power we give it.
God has a great plan for each

Email: wilyj8@aol.com

Phone: 718-813-1726

of our futures so we need to quit
putting hurdles in our own way
and stop making excuses as to
why or how we can’t accomplish
something.
“Forget the former things; do
not dwell on the past. See, I am
doing a new thing! Now it
springs up; do you not perceive
it? I am making a way in the
wilderness and streams in the
wasteland." Isaiah 43:18-19 (NIV).
T
h
i
s
year's A.B. G.I.R.L.S. Conference
will challenge participants to take
responsibility for the person they
are today and trust that God will

provide each of them with what
they need to become the person
He's calling them to be.
Through daily devotions and
activities the girls will be
encouraged to live in a manner
that reflects the value and
importance that God has placed
on their lives.
I look forward to you and
your girls attending a conference
in the near future. Definitely a
worthwhile experience.
Godspeed,
Alecia

Missions & Love Gift Ministries
Facilitator: Grace Kelly-Neal … Email: gvkn53@gmail.com … Phone: 315-475-4209

As these two ministries come
together as one, we can only say
to God be the glory for the great
things he has done. As I think of

these two ministries this one
scripture comes to mind; it was
proclaimed by Jesus to his
disciples.

Matthew 9:36-38 … “But when
he saw the multitudes, he was
moved with compassion on
(Continued on page 7)
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them, because they fainted, and
were scattered abroad, as sheep
having no shepherd. Then saith
he unto his disciples, the harvest
truly is plenteous, but he laborers
are few. Pray ye therefore the
Lord of the harvest, that he will
send forth laborers into his
harvest.” (KJV)
As we celebrate 86 years of
Love Gift, we celebrate the giving
spirit of the women of American
Baptist Ministries.
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when we issue a call to make a
difference in the lives of women
and girls.
People want to
participate and we do!
Isaiah 1:17 … “Learn to do
good; seek justice, rescue the
oppressed, defend the orphan,
plead for the widow.” (NRSV)
The Lord put us here as
American Baptist Women to
answer the call, and we are rising
to the top!

Why do we have a Women
and Girls Mission Fund?

Love Gift was a banner year in
2017 for ABWMNYS with $9,720.
In 2018, as of the end of the fiscal
year of 3/31/2018, there was
reported $1,860.07.

American Baptist Women’s
Ministries sees what happens

The Women and Girls Mission
Fund continues to benefit from

the generosity of American
Baptist Women and in 2018, as of
the end of the fiscal year of
3/31/2018, there was reported
$2,224.00.
Let us continue to give, and
watch the harvest grow.
Let us continue to do good,
s e e k j u s ti c e , r e s c u e t h e
oppressed, defend the orphan,
and plead for the widow , as only
women of God know how to do.
To God be the Glory for all the
great things he has done, he is
doing, and will continue to do in
the lives of his people.
Grace Kelley-Neal

Resources & Exhibits
Chair: Lori Little

Well, another convention is in
the books and we had a fabulous
time - we were blessed to have a
beautiful location for our
gathering!
Craig Hall from the Arrowhead
Parable Christian Book Store out
of Johnson City was able to join
us and again, he provided an

Email: lori.e.little@gmail.com

extensive array of products for
our ladies.
As you know, 10 percent of all
purchases from the bookstore is
returned to ABWM of NYS and I
am pleased to inform you that
this year’s convention brought us
$208.53! Thank you all for taking
the time to shop!!

Phone: 585-307-7064

It has been a pleasure serving
you these past three years as
Chairwoman of Resources and
Exhibits. I am honored to have
been given the privilege serving
you ladies!
Respectfully Submitted,
Lori Little

Arrangements
Chair: Marian Clark

The arrangements committee
has completed a proposal/
contract for our Fall Board
Meeting. We will be having our

Email: glcmlc@aol.com

meeting October 26-27, 2018 at
the Ramada Inn Cortland, NY.
The committee will be sending
out the registration forms with

Phone: 585-973-7169

the details/agenda from the
President in early September as
(Continued on page 8)
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the deadline to register is set for
Oct.1, 2018.
Also, our Annual Convention
for 2019 will be held at the
Doubletree Hotel in Syracuse, NY.
The contract was signed for 2019
year.

A Witness
It has been a bit of a struggle to
find adequate places to hold our
meetings and still keep them
affordable for our members. We
have received several proposals
to review, but most have not
been able to meet our needs.
Our group is unique for Hotels
to host because of our agenda,
space, and needs. Continue to

Spring Issue
submit ideas to the committee
and continue to keep this
committee in your prayers, asking
God to lead us in the direction of
being able to serve HIM.
Arrangements Committee
Marian Clark Judy Forward
Audrey Davidson

ABWM Scholarship
Chair: Colleen Charsky

Although, I may now "officially"
be the chair of the scholarship
committee, the scholarship has
always been close to my heart.
When I first came on the board,
my first appointment was the
scholarship committee, and then I
have served as the financial
consultant to the scholarship
committee for the past
10 years. Also, for the last year,
Jackie and I have been co-chairs.
Here is an overview of what we
have done since the last issue.
Early in January Jackie mailed
22 letters to Associations and 1
letter to the Chairwoman for AB
Girls, asking them to start putting
out the word that the ABWM/
NYS Scholarship forms were
available for the 20172018 year. She also requested
they forward the letter to all their
local Baptist church liaisons.
If for whatever reason, the
information is not always
forwarded to you, please feel free

Email: colleen.charsky@gmail.com

Phone: 315-298-5298

to contact me, and I
will gladly send you anything you
need.

scholarship recipients, were
contacted and encouraged to
reapply.

Please verify, if you have any
scholarship applications, that they
have the Deadline Date of June
1st and discard any old
applications. The latest
application is also available on
the ABWM-NYS website.

They were reminded that all
pertinent documents must be
postmarked by June 1st in order
for the applicant to be considered
for a scholarship.

http://www.abwm-nys.org/
abwm-of-nys-scholarship/
If you have any difficulty
finding it or printing it, please
contact me.
Also, if you provide an
application to any potential
applicant, please ensure that you
also provide the Instructions and
Checklist. These pages include
very important and helpful
information for the applicant,
such as an itemized list of exactly
what must be included with each
application.
In January, all of the existing

I encourage everyone to try
and send your scholarship girl, a
care package or card of
encouragement as they prepare
for finals.
If you have a graduating senior,
I'm sure they would appreciate a
card of congratulations (even if
you send it to their home
address).
Please do not be discouraged if
you don't hear back from them.
We continually remind and
encourage them to send Thank
you notes, but as we
all know "life gets in the way" and
our own best intentions often
(Continued on page 9)

4 REFRIGERATORS
Wlth Prayers and Sacrtftces

accompllsh

WE

can

th1s,,..,,,....,,.,,..

...,..a..

Committee: Mary Flowers,
Joyce Barron, Denise Myers and
Chairperson Barbara Reese
Any Questions please contact:
Barbara Reese@
ffe*eJ

Sl_*@_!ryS_ny, r r . c 0

363-3188

ffii* ffi

r,rl

or call (315)

&
RELOCATEAND INSTALL
3 HOTWATERHEATERS

The Murrow lndlan Chlldren's Ho me was
the vlsion of Rev.J.S, Murrow who, along
wlth his wife, started a school and being

concerned about orphaned lndian
chlldren, brought some of them into his
home in 1867. The home has grown to
include several cottages and is now on
the campus of Bacone College. A new
Transltlonal Program for yo uths l6-21
who have aged out of foster care was
started in 2016. With no one to guide
them in basic skills to be self-sufficient,
many children who aged out of foster care
ended up homeless, incarcerated, dead
from suicide or enslaved by sex
traffickers. From 2009 to 2013 - 1600
youths aged out, 30% became homeless,
7096 did not earn a high schaoldiploma,
8% were parents, and 7!,6 were
incarcerated. This program prepares
them for a productive academic and
spiritually filled adulthood life. Students
are required to be employed or in
co lle ge.

Each new Refrigerator cost

f 999.90 to

replace the old ones with loose seals.
Each

hot water heater is {440,90 and

cost to re-locate them ls $ 1815.25
each, The Heaters are 30 years old and

relocating them would give better use

of space. The extra ,5,000 would be
used for a commercial refrigerator to

store commodities and donated meat

until it is sent to the cottages.
r*r

i-1
iltrl

iti
ilr
ilt
'l

d

ii

{

tt
il

;

irj
iJ
I!
:l
:l

|/t

rl
ti

Volume 40, Issue 2
(Continued from page 8)

don't make it to reality.
The scholarship committee will
be meeting sometime in late June
or early July. I will get the reward
letters to the recipients and
Association assignments out in
July or August.
As soon as I receive the pen
sketch with the girl's college
address, I will forward it to the
appropriate Association. Because
many girls do not get their
college address until they are on
campus, I may not be able to mail
these until early September.
That is why Jackie made a
suggestion at the Fall Board
meeting that, if you are able,
leave spaces in the booklets
where addresses can be added
after they are received or when

Page 9
you plan your 2018 fall meetings
that you make them for the last
two weeks in September and
maybe as late as October.

received by the state treasurer by
March 31st of the year for those
funds to be available for
scholarship that year.

Also, remember that not all
Associations will get the pen
sketches at the same time, I will
forward them as soon as I receive
them.

We already know, that we will
be able to award $900 less this
year than last year. (Each
applicant will still receive a
scholarship, it will just be a
smaller dollar amount).

I would also like to remind
everyone to please give
generously to the NYS
Scholarship Fund.
The size of the scholarships are
directly dependent on your
contributions. For example, if we
collect $3,000 in 2017-2018, then
for 2018-2019, the scholarship
committee can only reward
$3,000 in scholarships.
Please remember the fiscal year
runs April 1st to March 31st. So
any funds for us to use have to

Please use the scholarship
calendar to promote the
Scholarship fund locally and to
your associations.
(It is also
available to be downloaded on
the website.)
In closing I would like to thank
Jackie Lottermoser for her many
years of dedicated service to
promote the Scholarship
committee and recipients.
Scholarship Chairwoman,
Colleen

Historian
Chair: Nancy Holbert

Question for our Historical
moment… How many ABW
Conventions do you remember
being held in Binghamton?
The answer is FIVE including
this years convention.
~1959~
In 1959 the 11th Convention
was held at the First Baptist
Church, which is now the site of
the “One Hundred Chenango
Place” high -rise senior and
disabled housing. There isn’t any

Email: nlholbert@yahoo.com

program book in the Historical
stuff so details are not available.
~1974~
Fifteen years later in 1974 the
26th Convention was held April
29th-May 1st at the Conklin
Avenue First Baptist Church. The
congregation from the First
Baptist Church had merged with
the Conklin Avenue Baptist
Church and then it was renamed
the Conklin Avenue First Baptist
Church. It was held Monday to

Phone: 607-722-1510

Wednesday.
The theme was
“Members One of Another”.
Among the many named
participants very few are still with
us. But one to note is Janet
Barnes was leading Fellowship
Guild.
Luann Ketchum was President
Mildred Ross was Convention
Committee Chair
Local

Committee

Co-Chairs

(Continued on page 10)
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were - Ethel Schaumberg and
Marilyn Gunsauls.
The President of ABW of
Broome Tioga Assoc. was Ethel
Schaumberg.
~1988~
Another 14 years passed.
In 1988 the 40th Convention
was held May 13-15th at the Main
Street Baptist Church for the
programming.
The attendees
made hotel reservations of their
choice from a list of hotels that
were included in the registration
packet and housing in local
homes was also still available.
The program theme was “We
are Light, Salt, and Leaven in the
World”. Edna Pincham, President
of ABC of Ohio and member of
National ABW Board was the
Bible Study Leader and Keynote
speaker.

A Witness
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President - Elma Wright
Convention Committee Chair Janet Barnes
President of ABW of BroomeTioga Assoc. - Diane Schaumberg
Local Committee Co-Chair
Carol Seidel and Oleeta Pratt.

-

~2001~
After 13 years the 4 th
Binghamton Convention was the
53rd convention. It was held April
27-29, 2001 at the Binghamton
Regency Hotel and Conference
Center.
The convention theme was
“Vital Signs: Love, Hope, Faith”,
taken from the National ABW
two-year Theme “Vital Signs:
Strengthened by Love, Faith and
Hope”. Following the Friday
evening service there was an Ice
Cream Social and Hymn Sing
hosted by Upstate Homes for

Children & Adults. Winnie Allen
a nd Ja c k ie Bro w n , now
Lottermoser, were the music
leaders. The Keynote Speaker
was Rev. Dr. Gloria Gay and Rev.
Karen Selig was the Bible Study
Leader.
President - Gail Carlsen
Convention Committee Chair Joyce Whittaker
Local Committee Co-Chair Daisyanna Fritz and Betty Fortran.
~2018~
And now another 17 years and
here we are on the same dates
and at the same hotel for our 70th
Convention. This weekend is the
5th Binghamton Convention and
is being held at the same facility
as the 2001, but you may have
noticed the name has changed to
the DoubleTree by Hilton at
Binghamton.

Convention Committee
Co-Chair: Claudia Little
Co-Chair: Laura Palada

Well, we made it through!
Such a lot of work went into the
2018 convention, but it was
soooo worth it.
134 Full-timers registered, plus
9 part-time. We had some
surprise attendees too, but
everyone is welcome and we
managed.
The weekend was blessed with
the messages of Rev Betty WrightRiggins and those of our

Email: clittle1@roadrummer.com
Email: lpalada@frontiernet.net …..

missionary, Rev Suzi Harriff.
Inspirations continued through
wonderful workshops led by
some very gracious and faith
filled women.
(We did have a “glitch” with the
Tai Chi workshop, which didn’t
materialize as contracted; but we
are in touch with the health club
and will hopefully be reimbursed
for part of our fee. )
In planning these conventions,

Phone: 585-968-3061
Phone: 607-783-2044

we often reach out to local
organizations, businesses or
groups …. And communication
becomes a huge issue. Apologies
to all who didn’t get their Tai Chi
Workshop…hopefully that time
offered other opportunities for
you.
“The Harvesters”, a wonderful
singing group that includes the
daughter and son in law of our
very own, Joyce Camp,
(Continued on page 11)
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highlighted the banquet. They
were inspiring and had everyone
singing and praising with them. A
big thank you to Joyce for
helping make this happen and to
the Harvesters for their great
performance.
RISE was the local project that
the convention supported. A
great presentation explained all
the many services this
organization offers to those who
are affected by domestic violence.
Not only to women and children
but also men. This is sadly such a
huge part of today’s culture, and
many sorely need those services.
Thank you to all who contributed
in any way.
For many, the Sunday worship
service and communion were so
memorable and moving. If you
didn’t attend the convention…
seek out someone who did, and
allow them to share the
wonderful feelings and messages
they felt.

Page 11
completed our “Stitch by Stitch”
special project coming very close
to our goal, and introduced the
new project – Murrow Indian
Children’s Home in Muskogee,
Oklahoma.
We’ll be supporting an effort to
purchase 4 refrigerators and
relocate and install 3 hot water
heaters. You’ll be hearing lots
more about this in coming days,
but please let your women and
your churches know what’s
happening!
We also supported Love Gift,
National Support and our own
General ABWM fund during
offerings.
The Book Store was a huge
success and the percentage that
the women receive was larger
this year than in years past.
We also heard about lots of
upcoming opportunities, the
Scholarship girl program, the AB
Girls Conference, GIRLS Retreat at
Pathfinder and the Area
Conferences. Phew!! No wonder
we’re tired!

In addition to all of this; we

Probably one of the most
important aspects of this
convention, and of all of our
conventions; is the fellowship
between sisters from across NYS.
The opportunity to worship,
share, sing, praise and of course
…eat together… is priceless. New
friends and old, gather for
renewal, refreshment and maybe
even some “rest”.
Next year’s convention will be
held at the DoubleTree Inn in
Syracuse on April 26th to 28th,
2019.
Why not mark your
calendar now!?
An enormous amount of work
went into the 70th Convention
in 2018, and there are not
enough words to thank everyone
who helped make it possible.
Pastors, workshop leaders, local
committees, song leaders,
convention committee members,
board members, the hotel staff
and all the attendees, gave it their
all to make this a memorable and
exciting event.
Thank you
EVERYONE.

again

to

Special Project
Chairwoman: Barbara Reese …

The Special Project for 2017 has
been “Stitch by Stitch” which was
to furnish sewing machines,
materials and training to help the
women in Rwanda to have a
means of supporting themselves
and their children.

Email: jreesel@twcny.rr.com

Our goal was $10,000. We
raised $9,542.40 of this amount.
Thank you to all who contributed
to this project.
For our 2018-2019 Special
Project our goal is to raise
$10,000 toward FOUR new

Phone: 315-363-3188

refrigerators and purchase and
relocate THREE hot water heaters
in the cottages of the Murrow
Indian Children’s Home in
Muskogee, Oklahoma.
With God’s help and a little
(Continued on page 12)
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orphaned Indian children for over
100 years.

strength to cope with the trials
every day life.

sacrifice I know we can reach and
exceed this goal. If they receive
more it will go toward the
purchase of a commercial freezer.

In 2016 they added a new
ministry - a transitional project
which helps the older children
who have aged out of Foster care
to develop the skills to provide for
themselves and the spiritual

It’s our privilege to be a small
part of this!

The Murrow Home has been
providing loving care for

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara

Ministries with Women
Facilitator: Kathy Wilt

Email: fubbet621@gmail.com Phone: 315-730-4139

There is no article for this press time. Look in the next issue!

White Cross
Chair: September Schaffer

Email: septemberamspacher@gmail.com

Phone: 443-974-2403

There is no article for this press time. Look in the next issue!

Nominating
Nominating Committee Chair: Linda Jackson

Email: blessings624@aol.com

Phone: 718-341-0625

There is no article for this press time. Look in the next issue!

Our Website & Facebook Page
Please check out the webpage for ABW Ministries of New York State
www.abwm-nys.org
and connect with us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/nysabwministries
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A Note from the Rebecca (Editor):
You may have noticed on page 2 at the bottom there is a new
person listed as the address and subscription person for A
Witness.
Cherie Baker, my compatriot in crime, has prayerfully decided
that she needs to take a step down from her role in AB
Women’s Ministries of New York State as the Witness Address
Editor.
Don’t worry she can’t get away that easily, she has already
promised me she would help with the Witness display again
next year. :) She is pictured here with my youngest (4 years
old) as we worked on the display for this convention.

RETIRING FOR NOW
Cherie Baker will not be handling
the addresses and Subscriptions to
A Witness from this issue forward.
Please see Lorraine’s info on page 2.

Cherie will still be around, but is searching for God’s plan
currently. If you would like to send Cherie anything as words
of encouragement you can still reach her at:
265 Heath Road, Potsdam, NY 13676
sbaker004@twcny.rr.com
315-212-0945
Cherie thank you for your many years of service in not only
this role but your many roles in AB Women’s Ministries of NYS!

Special Project
Our 2018-2019 Special Project . Collection towards
this project ends in April 2019 at Convention.
Our goal is $10,000.
Download the brochure from our website at:
www.abwm-nys.org/current-special-project/
If you have questions please contact Barbara Reese,
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President
President-Elect
Secretary
Treasurer

Lillian Cabral
Grace Kelley-Neal
Laura Palada
Frankie Barton

4002 NYS RT 370
214 Roe Ave
PO Box 216
224-04 145th Ave.

Cato
Syracuse
Gilbertsville
Rosedale

Ministries with Women

Kathy Wilt

782 McDonald Road

Port Byron

Missions & Love Gift Ministries Facilitator

Vicky Shaw

45091 Olney Road

Redwood

White Cross & World Relief
Chairwoman

September Schaffer

PO Box 76

Roseboom

AB GIRLS Chairwoman

Alecia Willie

114-48 209th Street

Cambria Heights

7 Sealy Drive

Potsdam

3 Pine Hill Road

Buskirk

611 Nowlan Rd
The Meadows, Apt 37A

Binghamton
New Hartford

40 Woodmoont Rd.
11265 Myers Road
417 E Hamilton Avenue
68 Lake Street
662 Ithaca Rd. Lot 7
78 Marlowe St
23 Cleveland St
135-45 232nd Street
1325 Elmwood Ave, Apt 2016

Rochester
Cato
Sherrill
Pulaski
Spencer
Blasdell
Valley Stream
Laurelton
Rochester

~ Presidential Appointments/Assignments ~
A Witness - Editor
Rebecca Walters
A Witness - Subscriptions &
Lorraine Brownell
Addresses
Historian
Nancy Holbert
Concerns
Jane Carlson
AB Girls Liaison
Cheyenne Snyder
AB Girls Liaison
Joy Ndukwu
~ Three Year Board Members ~
Class of 2019
Mary Ann Henry
Class of 2019
Denise Myers
Class of 2019
Barbara Reese
Class of 2020
Coleen Charsky
Class of 2020
Rhonda Newell
Class of 2020
Adriana Batista
Class of 2021
Joyce Barron
Class of 2021
Ruby Henry
Class of 2021
Irene Ingram

Every effort has been made to ensure that contact information is correct. If you know of an error please contact
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NY
NY
NY
NY

13033
13210
13776
11413
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Cayuga Onondaga
Cayuga Onondaga
Fransego
Long Island

315-626-3220
315-475-4209
607-783-2044
718-276-6541

lcabral_13033@yahoo.com
gvkn53@gmail.com
lpalada@frontiernet.net
fbarton@bn.com

NY

13140 Cayuga Onondaga

315-730-4139

fubbet621@gmail.com

NY

13679 North Country

315-681-8384

vicky82893@gmail.com

NY

13450 Fransego

443-974-2403

septemberamspacher@gmail.com

NY

11411 Long Island

718-813-1726

wilyj8@aol.com

NY

13676 North Country

315-265-5309

ontiptoe02@gmail.com

NY

12028 Captial

518-686-7737

lbrownell6@gmail.com

NY
NY

13904 Broome-Tioga
13413 Mohawk-Oneida

607-722-1510
315-717-3384

nlholbert@yahoo.com
janevbc@yahoo.com
cheyennesnyder0@gmail.com

NY
NY
NY
NY
NY
NY
NY
NY
NY

14620
13033
13461
13142
14883
14219
11580
11413
14620

585-442-2812
315-626-6865
315-363-3188
315-298-5268
607-229-0536
716-601-9982
516-599-0577
718-949-2574
585-270-8470

majh@rochester.rr.com
myerscat4@frontiernet.net
jreese1@twcny.rr.com
colleen.charsky@gmail.com
rhondanewill@hotmail.com
adrianafbeba8@aol.com
barroness0@aol.com
ruby6442@aol.com
isingram@rochester.rr.com

Rochester-Genesee
Cayuga-Onondoga
Madison
Oswego
Broome-Tioga
Erie
Long Island
Long Island
Rochester-Genesee

the Editor (nysabwministries@gmail.com) so a correction can be made in the next issue. Thank You!!

All women are invited to participate in American Baptist Women's
Ministries. Each woman is encouraged to participate according to
her own needs, interests and gifts as led by the Spirit of God.

American Baptist Women
of NYS
c/o American Baptist Churches NYS
3218 James Street
Syracuse, NY 13206c/o American
For Editor & Address Change/
Subscription information please see
page 2. Thanks!

From the Editor
A Witness Editor: Rebecca Walters

Phone: 315-265-5309

The theme of FEEL was very
strong at our convention this past
month. I am hoping that many of
you will write in with your
experiences allowing me to share
them on the website to show the
impact that attending convention
can have on your life. I am
working on mine, so watch the
website for that to come soon.

those on the national level. Some
members taking some space for
God’s next steps, others taking on
roles at both the state and
national levels at once.

Our issue this Spring is choc full
of bits that show you how the
theme FEEL is being used to
reach women and girls for Christ.

How do you FEEL a part of the
AB Women’s Ministries of NYS
community?

It is also evidence of the
change that our community has
felt as the titles of our roles on the
board have changed to reflect

The word FEEL is a heavy
word. There is a lot of emotional
implications to that word. Some
notes that I took down over the
weekend included...

How do you FEEL a part of
your local church community?
Who do you FEEL you have
connected with already?

Email: ontiptoe02@gmail.com

Who do you FEEL you need to
connect with?
We are ever in an effort to
connect with you and help you
FEEL a part of the Women’s
Ministries here in NYS. Come visit
the website, check out our
Facebook page. There is a lot
that happens in between the two
issues of A Witness that come out
each year.
Drop me a line too, tell me how
can we help you FEEL a part of
AB Women’s Ministries in our
quest to reach
women and girls
f
o
r
Christ?

