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My Dear Sisters,
The lazy, hazy days of summer have
passed; autumn is here and now it’s
time to get back into the swing. Yep,
that’s the dream.
The reality is usually that summer
isn’t as lazy as we would like, at least
not in my world. It goes by in a flash
of a whirlwind of “leisurely activities”.
I work in the business office of our
local school district and often we hear
people ask, “You work all summer?”
Or “What will you do all summer?”
We have to then educate our
educators that we get to work all
summer. Summer tends to be our
busiest time of the year. So lazy, hazy
hasn’t worked for me for years.
That being said, I did have the
opportunity to work on your behalf as
well this summer.
The National Board of American
Baptist Women’s Ministries met at
Judson University in Elgin, Illinois for a
week in July.

Judson is a very beautiful campus.
We roomed in one of the dorms and it
was a blessing being with fellow
board members from across the
country as well as getting to know our
new Executive Director, Rev. Gina
Jacobs-Strain.
Rev. Gina is brimming with ideas to
revitalize our organization. She comes
to us with a background from the
business world.
She sees things
differently and has ideas that are new
and exciting. She pointed out to us
that we have been treating ourselves,
our organization, like an auxiliary to
our local churches. The churches are
seeing us in that same light. We have
to change that.
American Baptist Women’s
Ministries is an independent
organization, with by-laws, finances
and ministry focus separate from
American Baptist Churches USA. We
work in partnership with ABC,
(Continued on page 2)
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We love and support each
other in our ministries.

International Ministries, and
American Baptist Home Mission
Society.
Each of these
organizations are PARTNERS in
ministry.

A B W o m e n ’ s M i ni s t ri es
supports the denomination with
Love Gift. We have been doing
that for many, many years. Last
year, women across the country

raised over $327,000 for the
denominational partnership. This
money goes to United Mission.
United mission giving is
important. In return, ABC gives
15 cents for every dollar collected
(Continued on page 3)

Dates to Remember (all dates are 2019)
January 11

Human Trafficking Awareness Day **

January 31

Shine the Light Award Nominations due by **

March 8

International Women’s Day

March 17

Women in Ministry Sunday

April 26

Annual Board Meeting

April 26-28

NYS 70th Annual Convention at Doubletree Hotel in Syracuse, NY

May 6

A Witness Articles due

June 1

Scholarship Applications Due **

June 7-8

Central Area Conference at Delta Lake Conference Center, Rome NY

TBA

Western Area Conference

June 21-23

Biennial Mission Summit **

TBA

AB GIRLS Conference

September 19-21

Eastern Area Conference at Christ the King Spiritual Life Center in Greenwich, NY

TBA

Fall Board Meeting

Become a Vital Partner today! **
** See website for
more information

A Witness

is a twice yearly publication of

American Baptist Women of New York State
For questions regarding this publication please contact:
Editor:
Paper Subscriptions : We no longer are
requesting $5, but if you wish to donate
the previous subscription amount please
contact the Treasurer.
Online (email) subscriptions are available
Just sign up at www.abwm-nys.org

Address Changes/New Subscriptions:

Rebecca Walters

Lorraine Brownell

7 Sealy Drive

3 Pine Hill Road

Potsdam, New York 13676

Buskirk, NY 12028

ontiptoe02@gmail.com

lbrownell6@gmail.com

315-265-5309

518-686-7737 (h)/518-320-6446 (c)
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to American Baptist Women’s
Ministries. ABC keep 85 cents
from every dollar we collect.
Keep that in mind as I continue.
In August, I sent a letter out to
many of you requesting that you
collect for National Support.
Many of you did that and I thank
you for your assistance.
Others, asked why they should
when there is so much need
everywhere. The reason this was
necessary is because our national
staff has found it necessary for
several years to draw funds from
our reserve funds.
This has
amounted to approximately
$50,000 a year. We are running
dangerously low on reserve
funds.
You may be thinking that this is
normal procedure for us as an
organization.
It is not normal procedure for a
fully functioning organization.
We need to re-think how we do

We have been asked to
reconsider our Love Gift giving
and how we collect it.
Our churches should be giving
to United Mission. I know of
some churches that make Love
Gift a congregational offering
instead of just something the
women do (and often our
congregations don’t even know
why the women do it.)
At our recent state board
meeting, I suggested that when
we take a love gift offering (as
part of our women’s group
expectation) we designate it for
one of OUR funds of which there
are several nationally and
statewide. Women’s and Girls
fund, AB GIRLS, National Support,
Young Adult Women’s Ministries
Advisory Team, State General
Fund, Refit, are all possibilities.
White Cross is another big
venture that the women have
taken on to ASSIST our Partners,
International Ministries and

American Baptist Home Mission
Society. This year there has been
difficulties in getting the requests
to our local Associations and
Churches. I am hopeful that you
will have these in your possession
before you read this article in A
Witness.
It has been put on my heart
that there are women in our state
that need to be reminded of
Jesus words from the book of
Matthew chapter 7 verse 12, “So
in everything, do to others what
you would have them to do to
you, for this sums up the Law and
the Prophets.” (NIV) or as I
remember it from Sunday school,
“Do unto others as you would
have them do unto you.”
There is the toothpaste analogy
that tells us that once you squirt
out the toothpaste you can’t put
it back in the tube and the same
thing happens with our words.
When we get frustrated or
impatient it is easy to forget the
(Continued on page 4)

Secretary
Secretary: Laura Palada

Email: lpalada@frontiernet.net

Greetings to all my sisters
across the state! In this season of
Thanksgiving, I am grateful for
the fellowship and work of
American Baptist Women’s
Ministries of New York State.
I have just completed my first
meeting in the role of Secretary,

Phone: 607-783-2044

and am working on completion
of the minutes and updating the
new Directory.
Communication is very
important to any organization,
and especially for us as we cover
a large area in the state. Please
contact me with any thoughts,

concerns or comments that will
help us to communicate better
with each other. I look forward
to serving as your Secretary.
God Bless
Laura Palada

Page 4
(Continued from page 3)

wisdom of that analogy.
Be
careful of judging and accusing
others. It is a slippery slope and
can get us in more trouble than it
is worth.
Shifting gears now.
I also had the blessed
opportunity this past summer to
spend time at Pathfinder Lodge
with 13 beautiful young ladies at
our attempt to introduce AB
GIRLS conference and focus, to
girls around the state that are
unfamiliar with AB GIRLS.
It rained a good deal but that
didn’t dampen the experience we
all had together. I want to thank
Alecia Willie, ( AB GIRLS
Chairwoman), Claudia Little (our
Pastor for the week), Laura
Richards (nurse #1 for half of the
week), Grace Schutt (nurse #2 for
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the rest of the week), Ruby Henry,
Carol Seidel, and Dorene
Ingersoll, (mentors) and the staff
at Pathfinder for all they did to
make the “experiment” a success;
reaching these girls for Christ.

My point being the availability
of information (and the possibility
of building a relationship.)

We are currently looking at the
possibility to have the conference
at Pathfinder and in some format,
offer another retreat of
introduction for girls.
Many of us complain that we
don’t get counterpart letters
anymore and that seems to have
created a disconnection among
us as American Baptist Women’s
Ministries.
I hope you all receive the
“Leaders Reader.” If not, it is
accessible on the website –
abwomensministries.org – if you
cannot download or access the
internet there is someone you
know that can. How about a
young(er) woman in your
congregation or group?

I would like to propose that
here in New York State at least,
we re-initiate counterpart letters
in some form. Even email is
better than no mail (but we still
enjoy getting that letter in the
mail.) It is easy to forward emails
among each other to get
information out. Feel free to pass
along any email I send to you to
local presidents.
We need to be proactive in
sharing our email addresses with
each other. We need to connect
with each other. Women need
women.
May God bless each of you and
the work He has given you as you
reach out to women and girls for
Christ and the Kingdom.
Lillian Cabral, President ABWM
NYS

AB GIRLS Conference
AB GIRLS Chair: Alecia Willie

Email: wilyj8@aol.com

Greetings!!!
This past summer
conferences were held.

two

First, the NYS AB GIRLS
Conference 2018 held at Spruce
Lake Retreat, Canadensis, PA,
from Sunday, July 1 - Wednesday,
July 4, 2018 with the theme Do
our #LABELS define US?, focal
scripture Ephesians 2:10 (NIV)

Phone: 718-813-1726

“For we are God’s handiwork,
created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do.” The
conference had 22 participants –
19 children/youth & 3 adults,
including our minister, Tonya
Owens.
The second conference was AB
GIRLS Week at Pathfinder, held

Sunday, July 22 – Friday, July 27,
2018. The theme, "A New
Beginning"
“Forget the former things; do
not dwell on the past. See, I am
doing a new thing! Now it
springs up; do you not perceive
it? I am making a way in the
wilderness and streams in the
(Continued on page 5)
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wasteland."
(NIV).

Isaiah

43:18-19

The conference had 20
participants – 12 children/youth
& 8 adults, including minister/
spiritual leader Claudia Little.
Both conferences went well
and challenged participants to
trust that God will provide each
of them with what they need to
become the person He's calling
them to be.
Through daily
devotions and activities the girls
were encouraged to live in a
manner that reflects the value
and importance that God has
placed on their lives.
Thank you,
Alecia Willie
2017- 2019 NYS AB GIRLS
Coordinator

Treasurer
Treasurer: Frankie Barton

A giving God expects a giving
people. The Christian steward is
a joyous giver, just as God is a
giving Being and Christ a selfgiving Savior, so His followers
give to express their new nature

Email: fbarton@bn.com

and life in Christ, and to provide
the means for fulfilling Christian
purposes. They give of both self
and possessions.
From our fall board meeting
we had a great fellowship with a

Phone: 718-276-6541

reminder of all to support the
Vital Partners and if you are not a
member consider being one.
We need all the support for the
National, and you can help by
(Continued on page 6)
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supporting the Dig in to New
Digs. At the Board meeting we
collected $460.30 and also
collected a love gift of $78.20 for
our love gift.
For our past project Stitch by
Stitch we raised $9429.90 almost
to the $10,000.00.
Please
support the Current Project for
the Murrow Indian Children's
Home as the refrigeration and
hot water heaters are needed.
For Scholarship this year we
only have four college students
and one of them being our AB
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GIRLS Liaisons so please support
the ministry in the way God is
leading you to.

Then your Association Treasurer
can direct financial support to me,
your ABWM NY State Treasurer:
Frankie Barton, 22404 145
Avenue, Laurelton NY 11413.

We are bless to have the
Opportunity Fund to help
American Baptist Women NYS
and AB GIRLS to have the
opportunity
to
attend
conferences, conventions and
other similar events.
Please continue to seek God’s
guidance as to where to donate
and how much to be given in the
coming year.
Donations can be directed to
your Association Treasurer. Make
checks out to your Association.

Please feel free to contact me. I
can be reached by phone 718276-6541 or by email
FBarton@bn.com. Please leave all
contact information and I will
answer all questions or send
remittance forms.
Thank you and may God
continue to bless you as you are a
blessing to others.
Love and peace to all

ABWM Scholarship
Chair: Colleen Charsky

I had the best committee
members.
Thanks to Joyce
Barron and Irene Ingram.
We
had 4 applicants this year. Two
renewals, a Junior and Senior,
and two new applicants, a Senior
and Freshman. I think we had a
first in a long time--all of our
applicants are attending Colleges
and Universities in New York
State.
Their majors include
Anthropology, Biology, Business,
and Childhood Education. Our
very own board representative,
Cheyenne, is one of our
recipients.
After receiving all applications, I
forwarded them to the
committee to read. We were not
able to meet as a committee, but I

Email: colleen.charsky@gmail.com

had a phone conference with
Joyce and Irene to review each
applicant thoroughly. The awards
ranged from $730 to $810,
totaling $3,000. The awards were
slightly higher due to the lower
number of applicants.
Each award will be send to the
school in two installments, half in
October and half in March. On
July 12th the award letters were
mailed to each girl. The Pen
Sketch was included along with
and an urgent request to return
the Pen Sketch as soon as she
knew her residential address at
school. I apologize for the delay
in getting the scholarship
information out to the
associations, I did not receive the

Phone: 315-298-5298

last pen sketch biography until
mid-September. I then forwarded
them to the associations as
quickly as I could.
We also had a new occurrence
this year, because of the lower
amount of applicants, we decided
to have an "honorary" scholarship
recipient of Jocelin Wright. She
was a recipient last year.
Here is the lovely note I
received from her: "Dear Women
of Faith--I am writing to thank all
that corresponded with me
throughout the 2017-2018
school
year.
Your
encouragement and prayers
were received and God moved in
(Continued on page 7)
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lady. Once again thank you and
God Bless."

my life. I was successful in the
classroom making dean's list both
semesters with a GPA of 3.94 and
3.95. I also had accomplishments
on the basketball court and
lacrosse field.
As a result of
prayers, hard work, and God's
move, my scholarships
academically and athletically have
been increased, granting me a
full expenses paid scholarship for
the next 2 years!! To God be the
Glory. Therefore, I will not be
applying for this amazing
scholarship you have to offer. I
wish to pass on this support to
another well deserving young

We discussed it as a committee
and with Lillian, and we decided
t o a ss i g n h e r t o s o m e
associations.
That way even
though she does not need the
monetary support, we can
continue to bless her with
prayers,
encouraging
correspondence and gifts.

Name/Address
Bianca Brown

Moving forward, in January,
the latest scholarship application
will be posted on the website,
mailed to each association
representative, and to each
current scholarship applicant.
If

New/Renewal

you

cannot

DOB

get

application through one of these
channels, please contact me
directly.
Additionally, please make use
of the Scholarship Calendar in
your local churches and
associations.
Please donate…
DONATE!!

The scholarship program is
funded solely by money received
the previous year. If we receive
little...we can bless little, but if we
receive greatly...we can bless
these young ladies greatly!

an

Respectfully submitted,
Colleen Charsky

College/Major/Year

N
Business
Senior

Courtney Paris

R
Inclusive Childhood Ed.
Senior

Cheyenne Snyder

R
Biology
Junior

Jocelin Wright

R
Business Administration
Junior

MacKenna
Engleton-Riley

Donate…

N
Anthropology
Freshman

Associations
Alle-Cat
Broome-Tioga
RochesterGenesee
WEGO
CABA
Finger Lakes
Mid-Hudson Union
Southern NY
Wayne
ADK
Chautaugua
Long Island
North Country
Cortland
Erie
Mohawk-Oneida
Niagara
Oswego
Cayuga-Onondaga
Fransego
Madison
Steuben
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Nominating
Nominating Committee Chair: M. Joanne Strauss Email: mjstrauss21@gmail.com

The positions to be filled for 3
year terms for 2019-2022 are


Facilitator of Ministries with
Women



Chairwoman of AB GIRLS



3 Three Year Board Members
(Class of 2021)



1 Board Member Class of
2020 to finish the remaining
two years of Adriana Batista
who moved.



Treasurer-elect … This is a 4
year term 2019-2023

Members of the Nominating
Committee are:
M. Joanne
Strauss (Chairwoman), Kathie
Burnside (Rules), Sally Peterson,
Brenda Caine, Geri Daniels
(replacing Adriana Batista who
moved)

Phone: 917-669-8251 (c)

board member be a Kachin or
Karen woman since many have
become active in local ABWM
groups and on the association
level. Please email Joanne if you
know of someone who would be
able to serve.
Respectfully submitted,
M.
Joanne
Chairwoman

Strauss,

We wish to have one general

Convention Committee
Co-Chair: Cindy Kamm
Co-Chair: Joyce Whittaker

Greetings Sisters,
Your convention committee
has met multiple times since our
last convention, to prepare for
our 2019 upcoming event
“UPHELD BY GOD.”
There are so many exciting
new ideas coming to the
forefront that it’s hard to contain
the excitement. But, contain we
must, until we have the big reveal
in January. Please share if you
have an idea, which are still
gratefully accepted, if not for this
year, for next.
Please download the Save the
Date Flyer and share so everyone
gets convention on their
calendar!
www.abwm-nys.org/StDf

Email: cynthia.j.kamm@gmail.com
Email: Rejoycew5@aol.com

This year we look to keep the
best of traditions and bring in
some new ideas as we move into
a new year, guided by the Lord to
create a better intergenerational
experience. We will be meeting
one more time this year on
November 17th to put on the
finishing touches to our lineup
and plan to have all packages
printed, uploaded and delivered
by January 1, 2019. Save the date
posters are available through the
“save the date” poster link or if
you need a paper copy, email or
contact Laura Palada, our
secretary.
While I’m not quite ready to
spill the beans on all of our
exciting events, I can tell you that

Phone: 585-944-2387
Phone: 315-865-4376

it will be a great time. Our hotel
accommodations and convention
facilities at the Syracuse
Doubletree by Hilton are
gorgeous, and we have worked
out a wonderful menu, including
the return of the sundae bar.
If you have a moment, check
out their link.
We are very excited about our
guest speaker, Rev. Dr. Suzanne
Kershaw, president of the
Philadelphia Baptist Women’s
Association. You can find out
more about her at the links
below. She will be our Keynote
speaker on Friday Evening,
facilitating a workshop on
(Continued on page 9)
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Saturday, and providing the morning message and preside
over communion on Sunday.
Link to a brief bio of Rev. Kershaw:
http://www.abwm-nys.org/kershaw
Link to an article written by Rev. Kershaw on Domestic
Violence:
http://www.abwm-nys.org/kershawDVarticle
Our local Mission Focus will be the group “In My Father’s
Kitchen” that works with the homeless and so much more.
We are still working on many of the fine points, as we
prepare, but everything is currently on target for our
December printing deadline and delivery by January 1.

UPHELD BY GOD
Syracuse Doubletree by Hilton

Thank you to all that contributed to making this effort
come to fruition.
Respectfully Submitted,
Cindy Kamm, co-chair ABWM Convention Committee 2019
Cynthia.j.kamm@gmail.com
Talk/Text: 585-944-2387

APRIL 26-28, 2019
“So, do not fear, for I am with
you, do not be dismayed, for I
am your God. I will strengthen
you and help you; I will uphold
you with my righteous right
hand.”

Special Project
Chairwoman: Barbara Reese …

Our 2017-2018 Special Project
was successfully completed in
April, having raised $9,249.90 of
the $10,000 goal and we have
received acknowledgment they
have received it.
Our 2018-2019 project for
refrigerators and hot water tanks
for the Murrow Indian Children's
Home in Muskogee, OK seems to
be enthusiastically received and
we are optimistic we can reach
our goal.

Email: jreesel@twcny.rr.com

Flyers can be downloaded from
the website at http://www.abwm
-nys.org/current-special-project/
In searching for our a project
for 2019-2020 I contacted
International Ministries for a
project and they were very
prompt in sending us a list.
After reviewing the list, we felt
that, since our mission focus for
2018-2019 is domestic violence it
would be very appropriate to
choose a project that would

Phone: 315-363-3188

address this problem. We are
presently exploring the
possibilities and will contact the
members of the ABWM Board for
approval when we select one.
If you know of a Baptist related
mission working with domestic
violence that you would like to
suggest the committee consider
for our next special project please
contact the committee members.
Barbara Reese, Special Project
Chairman
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AB GIRLS Liaison
AB GIRLS Liaison: Cheyenne Snyder

My name is Cheyenne Snyder
and I am one of the AB GIRL
Liaisons on the ABW of NYS
board.
The AB GIRL Liaison position
was designed to be a bridge
between AB GIRLS and AB
Women, hoping to be able to
bring some ideas to the board’s
attention.
I am available to come out to
churches and provide a
perspective about how younger
minds are working in today’s age.
I am happy to be in this
position as I have grown up
attending AB GIRL conferences,
AB Youth conferences, AB
Women conferences, Delta Lake
retreats, and Camp Vick.

Email: cheyennesnyder0@gmail.com

While many understand that
college students can be a little
stressed at times, but I do want
everyone to know that coming to
talk would not add stress in my
life.
I want to help AB Women’s
Ministries and the churches of
NYS but I can only do so much.
Why you might ask?
My job is more than bringing
young ideas to the table.


I am more than willing to
write something up that
someone could read to their
church or group or what not.



I am more than willing to put
something together and
present it to a group via video
chat.



Phone: 315-681-8384

I am more than willing to
drive to share a message in
person.

The catch is I can only do this if
people reach out and invite me to
do it. It breaks my heart to say
that as of Fall Board meeting, no
one has reached out to me.
I do not feel as if I am fulfilling
my position because I have not
been able to come talk with
anyone on potential ideas for
maybe bringing or reaching
younger ladies. I know not all the
ideas may be something that
everyone is open to, but I would
love to come talk with you and
your churches.
Let me help you!

Cheyenne

Currently, I am in college.

Missions & Love Gift Ministries
Facilitator: Vicky Shaw

Hello all of
women of God,

you

Email: vicky82893@gmail.com

beautiful

AB Women’s Ministries of NY
State is a Christ-centered ministry
with a commitment to encourage
and empower women and girls
to serve God. Restoring women
and girls to God’s intentions and
purpose is a mission unique to AB
Women’s Ministries within our
denomination.

Phone: 315-681-8384

Our mission is not limited to
empowering women and girls for
Christ. We focus on ministering to
empower and educating women
and girls on immigration, forced
labor, cross-cultural relationships,
economic empowerment, sextrafficking and more .
There are some ideas for hands
on projects on the AB Women’s
Ministries
page
here:

www.abwm-nys.org/
handsonprojects
Please pray for all the different
missions and ministries as we go
out to spread God’s love. Whom
do you see around you that you
can love on?
There are many ways to help
women near you. Do you see a
(Continued on page 11)
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young woman that needs new
clothes? How about a mom that
is raising her children by herself
most of the time can you help
them out in some way?

For many ideas and
information please visit our
New York State American
Baptist Women’s Ministries
(aka: ABW/NYS) website at:
www.abwm-nys.org
or National ABW website at:
www.abwomensministries.org
to support and connect with
women around the USA.
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Domestic Violence, Intimate
Partner Violence, Domestic abuse
…. Are all the same thing. A set of
behaviors used by one over
another to retain power and
control in a relationship. It does
not discriminate along any lines
of race, sexual orientation,
age, religion, etc. People of
all socioeconomic
and
educational backgrounds
can be affected.
What it is are behaviors that
prevent a partner from doing
something or force them to
behave a certain way, usually
by inducing fear and/or
physical harm. Many times
there are multiple aspects of
abuse in a relationship.
The power and control
diagram shown here from
the Hotline.org, is helpful in

www.abwm-nys.org/1819MissionFocus
Do you or someone you know
need help or more information
on domestic violence?
**Please note that a lot of this
information is summarized
from
The National Domestic
Violence Hotline
please visit
them at: www.thehotline.org/ **

The inner ring is subtler
behaviors, the outer represents
more physical violence. Often the
more recognizable violent acts,
shadow and reinforce the subtler
methods of abuse.
It’s not always easy to tell at the
beginning of a relationship, if it
will be abusive.
It also does not look the same
in every relationship as every
relationship is different.
Please if you or a loved one are
experiencing domestic violence,
DOMESTIC ABUSE INTERVENTION PROGRAMS
202 East Superior Street
www.theduluthmodel.org
Duluth, Minnesota 55802
218-722-2781

Please pray for and support
our ABW National 2018-2019
Mission Focus: Domestic
Violence. More information can
be found below and at this link:

understanding patterns of abuse
behaviors used to maintain
control in an abusive relationship.
Some of these more violent
incidents are accompanied by the
less easily identified, but
established patterns of
intimidation in a relationship.

(Continued on page 12)

Page 12
call the domestic violence hotline
at
1-800-799-7233 or
1-800-787-3224 (TTY)
and visit www.thehotline.org
There is a lot more information
on the website giving more signs
of abusive relationships a few are:


Keeping someone from
seeing friends or family
members



Controlling all money spent



Telling you that you can
never do anything right



Preventing you from working
or attending school



Pressuring you for sex, or to
use drugs or alcohol.

Someone you know has been
there. There is help.
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Love Gift:
Love Gift is a financial
contribution over and above our
regular giving. It was designed to
be given out of a sense of LOVE,
FAITH, and GRATITUDE to God
for all of God’s blessings, and a
recognition of our need to share
these blessings with others.
Take time to assess what you
offer to God. How do you love
God? Count the ways. Let your
Love Gift offering reflect your love
of God and Christ’s church and its
ministries.
One of those ministries is
American Baptist Women. But in
the taking of Love Gift, only a
small portion comes back to ABW
for our ministry needs. Don’t feel
the push to not take a Love Gift
offering, but keep it as an over
and above the regular giving to

Fall Issue
the needs of the ministries like
American Baptist Women on bot
the state and national level.
Ways you could expand Love
Gift would include having your
entire church support American
Baptist Mission through it. At this
time less than 50% of churches
participate.


Set some goals

Involve the entire church by
sponsoring annual Love Gift
activities such as:


Love Gift Tea



International Tea



Everybody’s Birthday Party



Love Gift Luncheon



Incentives for reaching goals

Please pray for all the different
missions and ministries as we go
out to spread God’s love.
Yours in Love & Service, Vicky

Rules
Chair: Kathie Burnside

There was an addition to the
Blue Folder for the Board
members to include the inclusion

Email: kburnside06@gmail.com

for the Opportunity Fund
Guidelines under the Standing
Rules.

Phone: 607-859-2932

If you would like a copy prior to
the Annual Board Meeting in
April please contact me.

Arrangements
Chair: Claudia Little

Email: claudialittle7@icloud.com

Phone: 585-968-3061

Email: nlholbert@yahoo.com

Phone: 607-722-1510

Historian
Chair: Nancy Holbert
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Ministries with Women
Facilitator: Kathy Wilt

Email: fubbet621@gmail.com Phone: 315-730-4139

White Cross
Chair: for questions please contact Laura Palada at this time

Our Website & Facebook Page
Please check out the webpage for ABW Ministries of New York State
www.abwm-nys.org
and connect with us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/nysabwministries

Special Project
Our 2018-2019 Special Project . Collection towards
this project ends in April 2019 at Convention.
Our goal is $10,000.
Download the brochure from our website at:
www.abwm-nys.org/current-special-project/
If you have questions please contact Barbara Reese,

All women are invited to participate in American Baptist Women's
Ministries. Each woman is encouraged to participate according to
her own needs, interests and gifts as led by the Spirit of God.

American Baptist Women
of NYS
c/o American Baptist Churches NYS
3218 James Street
Syracuse, NY 13206
For Editor & Address Change/
Subscription information please see
page 2. Thanks!

From the Editor
A Witness Editor: Rebecca Walters

Seasons change, but old habits
die hard sometimes. Putting
others before ourselves, making
sure everyone is fed even if it
means eating crumbs ourselves.
I’m not saying that giving to
those in need is not what the
scriptures tell us, far from it.
As I was reading a post on
motherhood it spoke of letting
God fill your cup so that you can
then pour out to others. This is
something as women we don’t
always do well, at least I don’t.
We drain ourselves until there
just isn’t any more there to give,
often breaking. Then we realize
we need to take care of ourselves

Phone: 315-265-5309

better. Sometimes our family and
friends realize that the need.
Sometimes it is only after we
establish boundaries that they
accept.
I have been a spectator to
ABWM of NYS for over 17 years. I
have seen the changes in
membership, numbers attending
events. Struggles to remain
relevant are all over in the
religious sector. It is true here
too.
Many times we reactively give
because of a need looking at the
checkbook. This I equate to the
announcement on where we are
reaching the goal for the special

Email: ontiptoe02@gmail.com

project at convention.
Sometimes we give reductively
because we want to focus the
impact our money makes. So we
make something new like the
Opportunities Fund.
Both at the State and National
we are being asked to look
reflectively, to look hard at what
ABW has done for us, considering
what we can give in return to
enable ABWM to continue to the
ministry that began so long ago.
Vital Partners, Dig In 4 New Digs.
Something to think
about. More to come
online, I’m out
of space. ;)

